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before them, and these are in those prior to them, 
and one thing is in another up to the First, which is 
the Principle. But the Prineiple, since it has nothing 
before it, has not anything else to be in; but since it 


firet six chapters of the trostise On Time and Eternity IIL. 7. 
Plotinus here seems to be speaking directly from his own 
experience, without considering the metaphysical implications. 
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10 ris upd adi» rà da uepedyge wdvra abri 


io? eis aùrà Kai Exe 


mepidafoŭra è or orei 
ote èyopérn. čyovoa 8% xai aùr) oùe èxopévn od 
Zorw rou pù onw: eè yàp pih Eorm, ode Eyer. 
Be Dè p) Eyer, ode Lor dore Lor kal odx 
čo, TQ uiv pù nepiéyeoðar oix oðoa, 1G È 
18 civar manròs euhépa o@Saprod rmduaphm ehai 
el yàp a8 xexedduras, Sporn io^ Dov, kal và 
debts äporpa uroð, kaè péypr citron d Beds, at 
ot” äv ën éd^ avroð, dAAa OovAe/aw rois per 
airós. rà piv of» év tur ei eorw, of otw 
dca 88 pù 708, ok čorw Smov pup. el yàp wh 
20 daði, Sflov Srv dos adrév Kardyer rómros, icol 
adi èv Ew, Bore peüðos rò où mob. ei or 
An fs rà où moô kat peos à Tod. va pù èv 
AMAG, Beds äv àncoraro. el 88 pnBdevds åro- 
orate? où moô div, wavraxyod lores è$? éavrod. 
o)0é yàp v) pév Ti adrod BL, 76 BE dt oÙ pùr 
25 009 Sov dài dore Sov mavrayoô oddevds 
[érd]! éyovros abrs où? aô uù čxovros” éopévov 
dpa órovoiv. Šoa 88 wol róv xdopov, drt, ¿met 
1 om. Q: del. Kirchhoff*. 
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has nothing else to be in, and the other things are 
in those which come before them, it encompasses all 
the other things. But in encompassing them it is 
not dispersed into them and it p es them 
withou being possess But certainly, i? it poss 
scs and is not itself possessed, there is nothing in 
which it is not: for if it is not in anything, it does not 
possess it. But if it is not possessed, it Is not there. 
So it is there and not there; it is not there because 
it is not in the grasp of anything, but because it is 
free from everything it is not prevented from being 
anywhere. For if, on the other hand, it was pre- 
vented, it would be limited by something else, and 
what comes next would be without a share in it, and 
God would go just so far, ard would not be indepen- 
dent but a slave to the beings which come after him. 
The things, therefore, which are in something are 
there where they are; but everything which is not 
somewhere has nowhere where it is not. For if it 
is not here, 1t 1s clear that another place contains it, 
and it is here in something else, so that the “ not 
somewhere " is false. If therefore the “* not some- 
where " is true and the “ somewhere " is false (so 
that it may not be in something clsc), 1t will not be 
absent from anything. But if it is not absent from 
anything and is not anywhere, it is everywhere 
independent. And one part of it is not here and 
another there: ıt is not even here as a whole; so 
that it is everywhere as a whole; nothing possesses 
it or docs not possess it; that is, everything is 
possessed by iti Observe the universe also, that, 


? The starting-point of this discussion of the placelessness of 
the One is to be found in phrases of Plato's Parmenides: op. 
138B3, 44B2, 131B. 
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umbels «deos mpd ajvoD, of èv kóopp abròs 
088? ad iv méro: ris yàp tén0s npiv xécpor 
has; rà 38 odes dimprypira cle adrdy wal do 
dedeg. diy) B ode èv evel, GAX dusivos. dv 
ob8e yàp rómos 16 cua TH yux, adda 
anys pèn dv vid, ampa BE èv fagi, votis BE èv dpe 
rotrov Bé obkér dAdo, ty’ dv dy èv atte: odi èv 
Sre@otv dpa: tatrq oi» obSapij. noô otv rà 
Oda: èv abrQ. obre dpa ddéorqke c» aww 
ode abris èv adrois onw 0b3é Lorw od8ev eyov 
airs, GY adbrd Eyer rà mávra. Bi Kai raórn 
dyallày Gv. advraw, bre Kal fov. kal åvýprnrtar 
mávra els abr do das. Bid kol åyehdrepa 
frega. Erépenr, Bri ral Moy Borat črepa érdpos. 
10. "AAAG où pdf por Bi delpiv aded Spun el Sè 
Lý, tyvos dv lors, ob adrd- GAN vides, «t dv el] 
toro, 6 gore Jafev è$ Eavrod öv kabapsy 
cibel puyvíuevov perexdvrwy dmdyreov abrod 
pnõevòs Exovtos aùró dMo piv yàp oùðèv 
Torcôrov, Set BL ri roroôrov evar. ris dv oiv viv 
Sivapw avroð Gor dSpoi mácav; eè ydp poô 
aücav, cl dy ris abrod Siapépor; xarà pépos dpa; 
dà. mpoofcAeis uev ABpdws ó mpoofáMav, Gov 
BE othe dmayyedets- el Bè ph, vote vov Eon, «dv 


1 That body is in soul is Platonie doctrine: 
Timeeus 36E. Plotinus here develops it po 
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since there is nn universe before it, it is not itself in 
a universe, nor again in place: for what place could 
there be before a universe existed? But its parts 
are dependent on itandon t. But Soul is not in the 
universe, but the universe in it: for body is not the 
soul's place, but Soul is in Intellect and body in 
Soul! and Intellect in something else; but there is 
nothing other than this for it to bein: itis not, then, 
in anything; in this way therefore, it is nowhere. 
Where then are the otherthings? Init. It has not, 
then, gone away from all other things, nor is God 
himself in them, nor is there anything which possesses 
the First, but it possesses everything. Therefore it 
is in this way also the Good of everything, because 
all things have their being directed towards it and 
depend upon it, each in a different way.? ‘Therefore 
some things ere better than others, because some 
things have more existence than vihers. 

10. But do not, I beg you, look at it through other 
things: otherwise you might see a trace of it, not 
itself; but consider what this might be which it is 
possible to grasp as existing by itself, pure, mixed 
with nothing, in which all things have a share, 
though nothing has il: for there is nothing else like 
this, but there must be something like this. Who, 
then, could capture its power all together as a whole ? 
For if one did capture it all together as a whole, why 
would one be different from it? Does one then 
grasp it partially? But when you concentrate on 
it, you will do su Lolally, but you will not declare 


establish, again, the placeless omnipresence of the One. 

* 4 remarkable example of the ease with which Plotinus 
interchanges "masculine and neuter, "personal" and “im 
personel ” ways cf speaking of the First Principle. 
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JBdro: of yàp kwetrai otd’ orqer o08i 
yàp dev obre àv & oricerat ore à d sume 
mas mepl sb yàp d pos ri À ev chu; mpdros yàg 
adrós. AY oSé memepacpévos [elvai]-4 rò 

90 hos php: AN eM dmepoc de péyelos: mob 
yàp Ber mpocdbety è adrsy 3) fva ri yara ate 
odderds Seoperer; 76 8° drepov fj * Bifvajus Eyer 
od yep dus sor? on Pelle, Snov kal và uÙ 
émAelnevra Bt cüróv. 

ll. Kat rò črepov voro rå 
char pySe Dew mpàs ô dpi re v. éavrot* TÂ 
yòp fo dict où uepéronrai où ele doulipdo die 
ods’ oby mpós dAXo ere mpds avrò merépavrav 

d énel obras dv ety wai Sto. oùðè cyfpa. rolvwv, 
br p88 don, ob8¢ opi. uù vobwv Chre 
Guqrois Spyasr rooro, olóv dow 6 Aóyos, pnd" 


uù méov &vàs 


? Miiller*: deiros 8€ wBxUC, H-S*: éxeivo 62 z. 


? Harder, B-T: j Enn. 
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hole: otherwise, you will be [only] Intellect 
ng, and, even if you attain, he will escape you, 
ather you will escape him. But when you see 
, look at him as a whole; but when you think 
him, think whatever you remember about him, that 
he is the Good—foz he is the productive power of 
thoughtful, intellig 
intelligence and whatever there is of substance 
being—tha: he is One—for he is simple and fir 
that he is the Prineiple—for all things come from 
him: from him comes the first movement (for it is 
not in him); from him comes resi, because he had 
no need of resz: for “ he does not move, nor does he 
stand still "1; for he has no place to stand still in 
and no place to move in: for round what or to what 
or in what [should he move]? Wor he is the First. 
But he is not limit for by what? But he is not 
unlimited like a magnitude either: for where should 
he proceed to, or what should he inzend to gain when 
he lacks nothing? But he has infnity in the sense 
of power: for he will never be otherwise, or fail, 
since the things which do not fail exist throagh him. 

LL. And this has infinity by not being more than 
one, and because there is nothing in which anything 
belonging to it will find its limit: for by being one 
it is rot measured and does not come within range 
of number. It is therefore not limited in relation to 
itself or to anything else: since if it was it would 
be two. It has no shape, then, because it has no 
paris, and no form, Do noL, When, seek lo see will 
nor to 


nt life, from whom come life and 
and 


mortal eyés this as our account describes it 


* The One's transcendence of the 
of Intellect (ep. Plato Sophist 954. 
language of the first hypothesis of the Permeni 


Platonic Categories” 
5) is expressed in the 
(13983). 
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ois èvapyis | vopiCoucr pórov, à mì capki póvov 
orev: cov et twes Sud piov Keoypehpevor Taóra pèv 

20 mora kal ivapyi vowilouev Tà êv vois dveipaow, ei 
Bé Tw adrods ébeycipetev, dmotieartes rois Bid 
r&v 6pbadludv dvewydrev dpbeiar mw. kavaBap- 
Advouev. 

12. Xpij 8€ Préwew Ô exaora Se aicldvecbar, 
ódflaAuots uè» dda, dol 8¢ repa, kai à GANG 
Goatros: Kal c và moredew dda dor, kal 
i) và. voci» drove vopiet» Ñ dp&v, Gonep dv et 

3 Tois lv ércrdrroi Pàémew, Kal Tas povàs odK 
elvai, bru pù dp@vrae. xpi) dé evvoeiv, ds elow. 
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1 Igal. 
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see that it is in the way in which someone would 
expect it to be who assumes that all things are 
erceived by the senses, by which supposition he 
mimates that which is most real of al. For the 
things which one thinks are most real, are least 
real; and the [materially] large has less genuine 
existence. But the First is the principle of existence 
and, again, more authentic than substantial reality. 
So reverse your way of thinking, or you will be left 
deprived of God, like the people at festivals who by 
their gluttony stuff themselves with things which it 
1s not lawful for those going im to thc gods to take, 
thinking that these are more obviously real than 
the vision of the god for whom they ought to be 
celebrating the festival, and take no part in the rites 
within. Yes, in these our rites also the god, since 
he is not seen, creates disbelief in his existence in 
those who think that that alonc is obviously real 
which they see only with the flesh; as if people who 
slept through them hfe thought the things in their 
dreams were reliable and obvious, but, if someone 
woke them up, disbelieved in what they saw with 
their eyes open and went to sleep again. 

12. One must perceive each thing by the appro- 
priate organ, some things with the eyes, others with 
the ears, and so on. One must believe, also, that 
one sees other things with the intellect, and not think 
that intellectual perception is secing or hearing, 
which would be like insisting that the ears should see 
and that sounds do not exist because they are not 
visible. And we must consider that men have for- 
gotten that which from the beginning until now 
they want and long for. For all things reach out 
to that and long for it by ne ity of nature, as if 
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1 yamg (esse Vieinus)R*"8QPeL*, Creuzer*: cidéva: WBX 


UCQseLre, Perna, H-S 1. 
2 del. Theiler: vd et caAsy del. Müller“, 
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I 


divining by instinct that they cannot exist without 
it. The grasp of the beautiful and the wonder and 
the waking of love for it come to those who, in a 
way, already know it and are awake to it. But the 
Good, since it was there long before to arouse an 
innate desire, is present even to those aslecp and 
does not astonish those who at any time see it, 
because it is always there and there 1s never recol- 
lection of it; but people do not see it, because it is 
present to them in their sleep. But the passionate 
love of beauty, when it comes, causes pain, because 
onc must have scen it to desire it. Beauty is shown 
to he secondary because this passionate love for it 
is secondary and is felt by those who are already 
conscious. But the more ancient, unperceived de- 
sire of the Good prociams that the Good itself is 
“more ancient and prior to beauty. AN men think 
that when they have attained the Good it is sufficient 
for them: for they have reached their end. But 
not all see beauty, and when it has come into 
existence they think it is beautiful for itself and not 
forthem; this applies also to beauty here: it belongs 
to the one who has it. And it is enough for people 
to seem to be beautiful, even if they are not really; 
but they do not want to have the Good in seeming 
only... Then they dispute the first place with beauty 
and wrangle contentiously with it, considering that it 
has come into being like themselves. lt is as if 
someone who holds the lowest rank at court were to 
want to attain equal honour with the man who 
stands next to the king, on the ground that they 
both derive from one and the same source; he does 


* Cp. Plato Republic 508 
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3s avr: cà Be Ódpfos exer ral eemdyéw kai 
cwapuyf; TQ dÀyévovr. viv sBorjv. kal yàp ai 
col. Duce årò roô dyabod rods ok córas, Somep 
dnd narpòs rò épüievov: vedyrepov ydp: 0 B 
mrpeofiirepov où ypóvw, GAL 7H Adyet, 6 rai ejr 
SUraper mporépay exer mâoav yàp ëyer Tò yàg 

40 per’ abò où mücav, àÀY don per ajróv Kal dar’ 
aùroð. Gore ékeios xal raris kúpos, où 
BenÜeis oros ôv é£ adro yevoévom, dà wav 
xai. Qv. dáels 70 yevdpevov, Sri uh ¿Beiro urbes 
airon, AAX onv ó atrés, clos ol mply moore 
yerjoa. émel ob8 dy duiue abrQ pa) yevo- 

45 uévow. ène v0 el Ew Suvaréy iy yeréolar È 
udrod, ebidinoe dv. vóv Sè ode donv oder 
yeverbar- obdev ydp dorm 8 pù yéyove yevopévn 
rv mávrav. aðrðs 88 obe d» rà mdvra, ty? ds 
Saxby adv, UmepPePycds Bà cd. ndvra olds Te 
Gv kal moe ara kal éd! éavrdv éaoa elvai 


50 ards rèp abrav dv. 


* Tor a full discussion of thio romarkablo account of how 
intelligible beauty can distract us from the Good and an 
attempted reconciliation cf it with the equally remarkable 
VL 7. 22, in which intelligible beauty considered without the 
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not realise that though he too depends on the king 
the other ranks before him. The cause of the error 
is that hoth participate in the same and the One is 
before both, and that m the higher world also the 
Good itself does nol need beauty, though beauty 
needs it, The Good is gentle and kindly and gr. 
cious, and present to anyone when he wishes. 
Beauty brings wonder and shock and pleasure min- 
gled with pain. It even draws those who do not 
know what is happening away from the Good, as 
the beloved draws a child away from its father; for 
Beauty is younger. But the Good is older, not in 
time but in truth, and has the prior power: for it 
has all power; that which comes after it has rot all 
power, but as much as can come after it and derive 
from it. "he Good then 1s master also of this de- 
rived power. He does not need the things which 
have come into being from him, but leaves whal has 
come into being altogether alone, because he needs 
nothing of it, but is the same zs he was before he 
brought it into being. He would not have cared if 
it had not come into being; and if anything else 
could have been derived from him he would not have 
grudged it existence; but as it is, it is nol possible 
for anything else to come into being: all things 
have come into being and there is nothing left. He 
was not all things: if he was he would have needed 
them; but since he transcends all things he can 
make them and let them exist by themselves while 
he remains above them. 


light or grace which plays upon it from the Good is totally 
unattractive, seo my “ Beauty and the Discovery f Divinity 
in tke Thought of Plotinus "in Kephalaion: Studies in Greek 
Philosophy . . . offered to C. J. de Vogel (Assen 1975) 160-62. 
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PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 


13. "EBa Sè xol rdyabby airàw dvra wal pà 
dyaÓbv puh eyew dv abrd pnd, ered pnd 
dyads. 8 yàp Ba, Jj dyalldn žyer 3 athe åypahdr 


GIN obre ey 76 dyabS TQ wupleos ral mpártos 


dyal@ rò pr) dyuldv, vëre rò dyabdy exe r6 
dyabdv. el oóv uíre Tò ode dyuÜUv pre rò 
dyafüv $ye, od8é fye. el obv “oddiv dye," 
póvov Kal Epnwov süv čov éorív. el ofr 
zà GMa Ñ dyaÜd dor Kal ob viyaÜv i) ode 
dyabd onw, obdérepa Öè rovrov eye, otðèr 
xov 7G pnBév &yew €or! rò åyallóv. Y dpa ris 
Snoty abr wpocrühow, ijj odviay dj voov à 
A mpoobrien apatpetra aŭro réyatlor 


oM, 
eira. wdvra dpa ddelów. al oùðèv rept coros 
eid oB8 c devodgevos, ds dori map aire, 
"éorw" obdév rarapoprupjgas THY oi 


eiage TÒ 
m Tos énaivous 


mapévrev, olov ol pù émor 


5 motodpievot, of Zlerrofm riy cÓv èrawovuévaw 


Bd£av mpoorilévres uros & riy das utn Gw ère 


drre, dmoposeres adybcis eme mepi rev 


Sroxemdvor posco ros Adyous. Kab olv ical 


Sordper xal cs Derrásem 


pets pw 78 
mpoorBpev, GAN dw Snip radia lòv excivos 
robrwv alnos Ñ, GMa pi) abros Taira. Kal yàp 
aft Grime áyaflo où ndvra. elvat où?” od Ev ri ry 
mávrww: ein yàp dv $mó tv Kal rabróv rots 
draow, mà dé cadcóv óv vols nâor Siadépor y và 
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13. But since he is the Good and not a good, he 
must have nothing in himself, since he does not even 
have good in himself. For what he wil have is 
cither good or not good; but that which is not good 
cannot be in the Goed, the authentically and pri- 
marily Good, nor docs the Good have the good. If 
then he does not have what is not good or what is 
good, le has nothing. If then “ he has nothing ” 
he is "alone and isolated “+ from all other things. 
If then the other things are either goods, but not the 
Good, or not goods, and he has neither of these, he 
has aothing aud is the Goud by having nothing. 
But then if anyone adds anything at all to him, sub- 
stance or intellect or beauty, he will deprive him 
of being the Good by the addition. If then one 
takes away everything aud says nothing about him 
and does not say falsely about anything thet it is 
with him, he allows him his “ existence " without 
attributing to him anything which is not there, as 
those do wl compose inarlistic paucgyrics, and 
diminish the reputation of those who are being praised 


gs which are later and lesser, but say that he 
moves above them and is their cause, but not that 
he is them. For, again, it is the nature of the Good 
not to be all Jungs aud uot to be any vue of them; 
for [if he were] he would come under one and thc 
same cl: tion as all of them, and if he came 
under the same classification, he would differ only 


2 Again the inappropriate reference to Philebus 8387-8. 
Sec V. 3. 10, note 2. 
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PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 5. 


iio pdvov kal Scadopa xol mpoohien. tora 
rol S00, oby £v, dw 76 piv ode dyabóv, tò 
xopóv, rò 88 àyaðdv. pueriv dpa erm. èë 
áycUoü Kai oír dyaUoD- oU Gpa kaÜapüs 
dycÜóv ob8€ mpórws, iM éretvo dv ein spámas, 
oj peréyov wapà rà owóv yeyévgrat dyubóv. 
peradiiher pèv Bj; asrà dyafóv: oô 8$ neréAafev, 
oj8 vOv mdvrow [očev dpa tov márrow rò 
dyoÓby]! dXX ei èv adt® ro0ro rà dyafÍv bis 
dope ydp, rab fv ro8ro rà asBerov dj» dyabdv— 
Set aðr map’ dÀXov efvar. fv Bè uded darhody kut 
pho dyaflér: sop dpa 73 dd? ob pévov åyabóv. 
Tò dpa mpérus Kai rdyaBi nép ve mivra rà 
dera dyamépavra iv Kal uóvov dyafóv kai 
ovin čov év éavrQ, dMd dpuyés mdvrew Kad 
únèp mávra. ical. airov rev návraw. ob yàp Sj èx 
kakoÜ rò rahòr oUBe rà övra 088” að &£ dBidápow. 


pru morbo rob motoueévour reNerdre- 


pov yép. 


1 del. Theiler, ut glossam. 
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by his individuality and specific diference and some 
added attribute. Then he would be two and not 
one, and one of the two, what was common to him 
aud Uie vtliers, would be nut good, and one would 
good; he would, then, not be purely and primarily 
good, but that would be by participating in which, 
over and aboye what was in common, he became 
goud. So the nature of the Good would be good by 
participation; and what it participated in would not 
be any one of all things. But if this Good was in 
the composite thing—for it would be the specific 
difference by which the composite was good it 
would have to derive from something else. But it 
was simply and solely good; so, much more, that 
from which it derived was good. That which is 
primary and the Good has therefore been revealed 
lo us as above all realities, and only good, aud 
having nothing in itself, but unmixed with all things 
and above all things and cause of all things. For 
the beautiful and the real beings certainly do not 
come from the bad, or from things indifferent. For 
the maker is better than what is made, because more 
complete. 


V. 6. ON THE FACT THAT THAT WHICH IS 

BEYOND BEING DOES NOT THINK, AND ON 

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY AND WHAT THE 
SECONDARY THINKING PRI PLE 


Introductory Note 


‘Tus treatise, the twenty-fourth in Porphyry's chrono- 
logical order, immediately follows in that order the great 
work VI. 4-5 (22-3): On the Reason why Being is every- 
where ail present, One and the Same. In this Plotinus had. 
laid less cii plioeio than ho did cny where eloo in sho Drncada 
on the distinctions between his three hypostases, and had 
allowed the First, the One beyond Being, to fall very 
mà into the background. In the present treatise he 

ems conversed lo make clear that the distinctions 
between the hypostases were still real and important, to 
him, and in particular to insist on the sharp differentiation 
of the First Principle, the One which does not think, from 
the Second Hypostasis, the living Intellect which forms a 
unity-indualily with Being. He knew this to be ome of 
the most controversial parts of his philosophy, and argues 
his position here, as he often does elsewhere in the Enneads, 
against both Aristote and his followers and those Platon- 
ists who had made the First Principle a transcendent 
Intellect. The Third Hypostasis, Soul, is mentioned 
rather incidentally, and only to help his readers to see 
how the primary thinking of Intellect, from which Ue 
unthinking perfection of the One is to be distin 
differs from the secondary thinking of human mind: 
their normal state. 


200 


WI 


AT IS BEYOND BEING DOES NOT THINK 


Synopsis 


The difference between thinking something clse and 
thinking oneself: the latter is more of a unity, though still 
a unity-in-duality (ch. 1). Reasons why before this self- 
thinking unity-in-duality there must be a pure unity, 
which because it is simply one docs not thinx (ch. 3). 
There must be something’ absclutely simple before any 
onc-in-many or whole of pasts (sh. 3). Purther reasons 
why there must be the Good before Intellect; comparison 
of Good, Intellect and Soul to light, tho sun and the moon 
(ch. 4). The Good does not think itself because thought 
is always a movement of something else towards the Good 
in which the thinker is established in being ard attains 
sclfmowledge (ch. 5). The Good is pure actuality with- 
out any secondary activity: the essertial multiplicity of 
the Second Hypostasis, at once being, living end thinking, 
which the Good transcends and 1s beyond thinking as ne 
is beyond being; his gift to all others is not an impossible 
knowledge of him, but to be with him, who is their Good, 
and to grasp him as far as they can (ch. 6). 


o 
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V. 6. (24) HEPI TOY TO ENMEKEINA 
TOY ONTOX MH NOEIN KAI TI TO 
HPOTOXZ NOOYN KAI TI TO 
AEYTEPOX 
1. Tò pév éore vociv dAdo GAO, 76 € add aŭró, 

é Ñn eriyer padNov rà Bío elves. rè Sè mpdrepov 
Jeyllv Bovderar ial oars, AN dirrov úvarar rao! 
oír plv ydp Di 8 dpi, Erepdy ye piv Sv čretvov. 
16 Bè od Kexdpicrar rjj obola, GANA ovvòv adm 
dp éavré. dudo olv ylverar fy čv. pov ov 
woct, drt Eyer, kal npdrreng voei, dr. Tò voodv Bet 
& kal Bio evur. etre yàp pi] fv, dio rò vootv, 
Xo cà vooúpevov dorai—od« à» ojv wpórros 
voobv. etn, Ere Mov nip vóņow AapBdvor od 7ò 
apéras vooðv lavat, bre 8 voct obi Eyer ds aŭroð, 
Gore ov airs Ñ ei yer ds aŭró, fva kuptus vof], 
aà Bo Ev čorar Bei dpa Ev elvat dpi dire & piv, 
ph Béo 88 að Lora, 8 mi vońoer oby er dare 
0638 vooiv čorar. émdobv dpa kal ody mot» Bet 
civar. paddov 8° dv tts abró vatobrov by hor dd 
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V. 6. ON THE FACT THAT THAT WHICH 
IS BEYOND BEING DOES NOT THINK, 
AND ON WIIAT IS THE PRIMARY 
AND WHAT THE SECONDARY 

THINKING PRINCIPLE 


1. There is a difference between enc thing thinking 
another and something thinking itself; the latter 
goes further towards escaping being tvo. The 
former wants to escape being two and think itself, 
but is less capable of 1t; for 1t has what it sees with 
itself, but none the less it is different from it. But 
the latter is not substantially distinc: [from its object], 
but keeps company with itself and so sees itself. It 
becomes a parr, therefore, while remaining one. 1t 
thinks more genuinely, therefore, and thinks pri- 
marily, because the thinking principle mus: be one 
and two. For if it is not one, that which thinks and 
that which 1s thought will be different—it would not 
therefore be the primary thinker, because if the 
thought it had was of something clse it will not be 
the primary thinker because it does not have what 
it thinks as [thought] of itself, so that it does rot 
ink itself; or if it has what it thinks as :tself, so 
shat it may think authentically, the two will be one: 
it must therefore be one and a paiz—but if it is, on 
the other hand, one and not two, it will have nothing 
to think: so that it will not even be a thinking prin- 
ciple. It must, then, be simple and not simple. 
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PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 6. 

15 ais oye dvaBalron- evraifa yàp Buipétv pádov, 
cl fov dy Tus rò Bemdody lor. el vv ris Suarhody 
dios moujoete, Ti pèr puyiy Kara rà ifrrov, 76 8 
venriv adefjs xarà rò kuopdrrepov, era morore 
kul rà dpüw toov elva pds TO dpupéve, ode 

20 Zyov. ere yeopilew rå Siadopa iv tà Bio Pýoera 
vodv pér, Gr. B80 Fu, dpGv Sè fòn & cÜrto voto 
Kei vonrov aípica. pets uiv ov 7@ Ady ex 
Bio & meronjeaper, 76 8° dvdradw è évós don 
Bio, Sr voet, otov adrò Bóo, páMov 8€ by, ön 
voei, Béo, xal du. died, &v. 

2. El d) rà plv mpdtws vootv, rò 88 781 dos 
veodr, 10 dudnewu roô pers vooôvros obie d» 
En vot voñv yàp Bet yeréctat, fva. vof, dyra 8 
voby kab vosrróv éyew Kat mpdreos vootyra Byew cà 


vonròv ev abr. vonròv 88 dv oic dvds] nav Kal 


ox 


voo èv ajrà éxew al voe: orat yàp od udvor 
vonrér, DAS Kal vootu, mpaiedy re ode Incas Bio 
čv. & re votis ó Tò vorróv Exe odi àv ovoraly pr} 
odons oùoias kaÜapás von708, ê mpos pèr Tov vot» 
vonrdv oras, Kab? Eavrd 8¢ očre vootv očre vayróv 
10 kupiws čorav Tó Te yàp vorróv érépy 6 ve votis TÒ 
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One could get a better idea of its being like this if 
one made the ascent from soul; for in soul it is easy 
to make the distinction, and one could see the 
doubleness more easily, 1f then one were to imagine 
a double light, the soul as lesser and that which it 
thinks as purer light, and then imagine that the 
seeing light is equal to the seen, one would not be 
able any more to separate them by the difference 
[in quality] and would suppose the two to be one, 
thinking that they were two, but seeing them as 
one; in this way one will grasp Intellect and its 
object. Now we in our discourse have made one 
out of two; but [in reality] the reverse is true and 
two came from one, making itself two because it 
thinks, or, better, because it thinks it is two and 
because 1t thinks itself, one. 

2. If then one is the primary thinking principle, 
and the other is already thinking in a different way, 
that which is beyond the primary thinking principle 
will no longer think; for in order to think it would 
have to become intellect, and if it was intellect it 
would heve to have an object of thought, and if it 
was thinking in the primary sense it would have to 
have its object in itself, But it is not necessary for 
everything which is an object of thought to have a 
thinking principle in itself and to think: for [then] 
it will be not only an object of thought but a thinker, 
and, since it is two, will not be the first. And the 
intellect which has the object of thought would not 
exist if there was not a reality which is pure object 
of thought; it will be an object of thought to the 
intellect, but in itself it will be neither thinker nor 
object of thought in the proper, authentic sense; 
for the abject of thought is object for something else, 
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PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 6. 
eripdddor rf vońoe coóv Eyer dvev roo apeu xal 
ety 73 vonròv Ó voet od yàp čye mò voer ğvev 
eer be 


700 vorroU. tére oi réAcov, Gray eX’ 
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d dpa rà rov brdpbet, mpd rol vodiv roro erat 
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B mpibress voei, rè Bb ooer Bevrépos. žre al note 
oct rà mpürov, Sadpke ri abrG obe dpa mparoy, 
AMA Kal Bedrepov Kal oby £v, GAG TOA Sy Kul 
návra boa vońoev Kal yap, ei póvov éxvróv, TARE 
dora. 

3. El Bè mod rò ated obey xeuddew pýaovow, 
& rotrows óroxelpevov čora où Sbvuras yàp ro- 
Aa pn) évàs. ĉvros, ag” of Ñ & d, Ñ Bos Sos Kal 
rovrov mpdbrov rôn Drew dpilueunévon, & arid 
AP éavrof Set Maged» pdvov. el 82 Spob ely perà 
Tov dXX, Be Toôro ovMafóvra wdrd perà rev 
Gov, pws d€ črepov Taw &AXov öv, é&v ós ue 
Bow, Corey 88 roóro rò moreiuevov Tots dois 
pyrén perà rv Dov, dG airs cal? dave. mà 
yàp é rois Mors abrd Spowv pèr dv ey votre, 
o dv e ety Toðro. GAG Bet abrd póvov elvat, «t 
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and the intellect has its intellectual effort empty of 
content if it does not grasp and comprehend the 
object which it thinks; for it does not have thinking 
without its object of thought. Is [the One], then, 
perfect when it has it? But it must, before thinking, 
have a perfection derived from its own reality. 
That, then, to which perfection belongs will exist 
before thmking; 1t will therefore have no need of 
thinking; for he is sufficient to himself before this; 
so he will not think. This, then, does not think, 
and the other is the primary thinking principle, and 
another again will think ina secondary way.* Again, 
if the First thinks, something will belong to it; it 
will then not be the First, but second, and not one, 
but already many things, that is all the things which 
it thinks; for even if 3t only thinks itself it will be 
many. 

3. But if people are going to say that nothing 
prevents one and the same thing from being many, 
there will be a one underlying these many; tor 
there can be no many if there is not a one from which 
or in which these are, or in general a one, and a 
one which is counted first before the others, which 
must be taken alone, itself by itself. Lut if it was 
together with the others, since it was taken with 
the others but all the same was different from the 
others, we should have to let it go because it was 
with the others and look for what underlies the others 
and is no longer with the others, but itself by itself. 
For that one and the same which was in the others 
would be like this One by itself, but would not be it. 


1 The other which thinks in a secondary way is Soul, the 
primary thinking principle Intellect: cp. the end of ch. 1. 
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PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 6. 


po: ich dv ois dpücÜcr: el pý ris atroñ 
yor 75 elvat ody zots Mais mv tndaraaw eye 
abe dpa årħoñv ard Cotas, ob8¢ rà ouyxetuevov & 
moddaw Zorau ró Te yàp od Suvdpevev dmdoiw 
evar indoraow oiy čer, ró ve ovyrelpevov be 
iG» dmo ovk dvros 088° arð dora. 
éedcrov ydp dmod od Bwapévov ebar vdx? 
jéecrgeóros rwòs évós dmod bf? Eavrod [rò 
ovyreipevov èk OMG]? olBeós adrdv indaracw 
Zyew Kal? éavtd [ou]? Swauérov oU0€ mapéyew 
ajrà uer ¿Mov elvai 7G Gies pù dva, más 
dv 73 Covykeluevov čr sroAAv) * èk advreow ei 
obvberor à pù čvrwv yeyerquévov, où vi ud vran, 
GAN’ GAws uù óvrow; ei dpa Tod Ti oT, Bet 
m6 röv mov £v eva. el oÜv và vooüvr 
ajos, bei &v 7H <ph) mhle rò vodv pi) 
ebai. Fv Bè robro Tò mpÓTov. ev ruis borépos 
doa aùroð 76 voeiv kal voôs Cura. 

4. "Er. el rò dyabdv dmoby ol åvevðeès S 
elvai, od’ dy rof voei Béovro- ob SÈ pù Sei aðr, 
o) rapéotat aire, 6mel kat dus oddev mápeorw 
airó- ode dpe mdpearw abrG 76 vody. Kal voe? 5 
obér, Sri uq8e Go. Ext dAdo vos rai dyafloi 
AyaBoeSie yàp rà rò dyafüv vov. iri ds & 
ois Svolv čvros £vàs ral Mov oby olv ve Tobro 73 
dv 73 per? Gov 73 bv elvon, GAX Ber £y ef” Eav- 
o8 mp3 roô per! Aon elvai, obrw Bet kal èv È 

1 Kirchhoff: o00' Enn. 2 del. Kirchhoff*. 
+ Tgal. 4 P%s (= Ficinus): om. Enn. 
5 Volkmann*: ei Enn. 


208 


WHAT IS BEYOND BEING DOES NOT THINK 


But it must be alone by itself if it is also ta be seen 
in other things; unless someone is going to say that 
its being depends on its co-existence with other 
things; 1t will not then be simple, and the composite 
of many parls will not exist either; for that which 
is unable to be simple will have no existence, and 
the composite of many parts will not exist itself if 
the simple does not. For if each and every simple 
thing cannot exist, since there is no simple one 
coming into existence by its own agency, and no 
one of the parts is able to have existence by itself, 
or to give itself to be with another because’ 1t docs 
not exist at all, how then could the composite of 
many parts be a compound of all [these paris] which 
has come into being from non-existent things—not 
from things that are not something particular, but 
from things that do not exist at all? If, then, some- 
thing is many, therc must bc a onc before the many. 
Tf, therefore, there is multiplicity in the thinking 
principle, there cannot be thmking in what is not a 
multiplicity. But this is the First. Thinking and 
Intellect, then, will be in what comes after. 

4, Again, if the Good must be simple and without 
need, 1t will not nccd thinking; but what it has no 
need of will not he present with it: since nothing at 
all is present with it, thinking is not present with it. 
And it thinks nothing, because it does not need 
anything else. Again, Intellect 1s something other 
than the Good; for it has the form of the Good by 
thinking the Good. Again, just 2s in the number 
two there is a one and another, and it is not possible 
for this one with another to be the number one, but 
it is necessary for there to be a one by itself before 
the one with another; in the same vay it is necessary 
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per? äv 7d emdpyov? dmhodv, kab avrò 
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3 À 880, Set abrd dumprictar els do 

Kal ov drenacréov rò pev deri, và B6 peffe 
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ajró Sgourd twos; o) yàp adró rò alré cQ & 
GM: Eo yap T èv dw esti roô airs Kal? 
abró évros. 

"Ext 76 «0M Cyro? ay éavró kal é0Qo. àv 
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1 Harder, Cilento, B-T: & Smdpyov Enn.*, H-81. 

2 inseruimus. 
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that, when a thing has immanent in it something 
simple along with something else, the simple thing 
should be simple in and by itself, having nothing in 
itself of all that It has m Its association with other 
things. For what could make it something else in 
something different, if there wes not something 
before it from which this something else comes? 
For the simple could not derive from something eise, 
but that which is many, or two, must itself depend 
on something else. The First, then, should be 
compared to light, the next, to the sun, and the 
third, to the celestial body of the moon, which gets 
its light from the sim. For Soul has intellect as an 
external addition which colours it when it is intellec- 
tual, but Intellect has it in itself as its owa, and is 
not only light but that which is enlightened in its 
own being; and that which gives it light is nothing 
else but is simple light giving Intcllect the power to 
be what it is. Why then wonld it have need of any- 
thing? For it is not the same as that which 15 in 
i : for. that which is in something else 

m that which is in and by itse 
5. And again, the multiple might seex itself and 
wish to converge on and bc conscious of itself. But 
by what way will that which is altogether one go to 
At what point willit need self-consciousness ? 
one and the same thing which is better than 
selt-consciousness and better than all thnking. For 
thinking does not come first either in reality or in 
valuc, but is sccond and is what has come into being 
when the Good [already] existed and moved what 
had come into being to itself, and st was moved and 
saw. And this is what thinking is, a movement 
towards the Good in its desire of that Good; for 
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l: elas 8 (vopiZewr) Müllor, Bréhier, 


2 Cp. Plato Republic VI 50948 (knowledge and truth are 
** like the good "' but not the Good). 
* The reference is to the Aristotelian doctrine of “ first and 
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the desire generates thought and establishes it in 
being along with itself: for desire of sight is seeing. 
‘The Good itself, then, must not think anything: for 
the Good 1s not other than itself. For when what is 
other than the Good thinks it, it does so by being 
“ like the Good " 1 and having a resemblance to the 
Good, and it thinks it as Good and as desired by 
itself, and as if it had a mental image of the Good. 
And if it is like this for ever, it thinks the Good for 
ever. And again, in thinking the Good it thinks 
itself incidentally: for it is in looking to the Good 
that it thinks itself; for it thinks itself in actual 
activity; and the actual activity of all things is 
directed to the Good. 

6. If this is correctly said, the Good would cer- 
tainly not have any place for thinking: for the Good 
for the thinking principle must be something different 
[from itself]. So the Good is without activity. And 
why should actuality he active? For in general no 
active actuality has yet another actual activity. 
But even if some philosophers are able to attribute 
yet another activity to the other active actualities 
which are directed to something else,? yet the first 
one of all, on which the others depend, we must Ict 
be what it is, adding nothing further to it. So an 
actual activity of this kind is not thinking; for it 
has nothing to think: it self the first. And 
further, it is not thinking that thinks, but what has 
the thinking: so again there comes to be a two in 


second actuality”: cp. Aristotle De Anima B 412-b. This 
applies only to kuman minds which exercise their activity of 
thinking intermittently; the Aristotclian Divine Mind is 
always completely active and actual, and no distinction of 
** first and second actuality ” can apply to it. 
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* Igal. 
F Cremer, Kirchhof, Müller, B-T: odéty Enn.: oj" fy Volk- 
mannt, 
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the thinking principle; but this [Good] is in no way 
two. Again, one would see this better if one grasped 
how in all thinking this double na:ure is more clearly 
there. We mamtam that the real beings as real 
beings, and each individual one of them, the ones 
which truly cxist, are in the “intelligible region "4 
and we do so not only because they abide the same 
in essence but the other things, all of them which 
are in the realm of sense-perception, flow and do not 
abide—for perhaps there are things which abide 
among those perceived by the senses—but rather 
because they have the perfection of existence from 
themselves. For that which is called essence in 
the primary sense must not be a shadow of being, 
but have the fulness of being. And being is ful- 
filed when i: has the form of thinking and living. 
So thinking, living and being are all together in 
what is real. If then it is being, it is also intellect, 
and if it is intellect, it is also being, and the thinking 
and the being go together. ‘Thinking therefore is 
many and one. That, then, which is not like this 
cannot be thinking. And as we go over things 
individually, there is man and thought of man, and 
thought of horse, and horse, and thought of righteous- 
ness, and righteousness. All things then are double, 
and the one is two, and again the two come together 
into one. But the Good is not one of all these things, 
nor is it the product of all the twes; it is not two at 
all. But how the twos come from the One has been 
discussed elsewhere? But what is “ beyond being ” 


1 A phrase takou fium Platu Ziepublic VIL 517 BS. 

? The question was discussed in the earlier treatise V. 4, 
ch.2. Again a reference fo the passage on the transcendence 
of the Good in Plato Republic VI 509B9 follows. 
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must be beyond thinking; it is not then absurd if he 
does not know himself; for he has nothing in himself 
which he can learn about, since heis one. But other 
things need not know him either; for he gives them 
something betler and greater than that they should 
know him—he is the Good of the others he gives 
them rather to be in the same place with him and 
to lay hold on him, as far as they are able. 
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V. T. ON THE QUESTION WHETHER 
THERE ARE IDEAS OF PARTICULARS 


Introductory Note 


Tus short treatise, the eighteenth in Porphyry’s chrono- 
logical arder, is the clearest statement in the Enneads 
that. there are Platonic Ideas of particulars. (The general 
opinion of Platonists before Plotinus seems to have been 
that there were only Ideas of universals, not of particu- 
lam. The Stoics, though they did not believe in trans- 
cendent Ideas, held that no individuel thing was exactly 
like any other; each had its own particular qualitative 
diference.) There has been mach dispute about whether 
Plotinus held the doctrine expounded here, that there are 
Ideas or Forms of individuals, continually and consis- 
tently: there aro a number of other passages in the 
Brnewls which seem to deny it, Perhaps the safes 
conclusion is that he consistently held that there were 
Ideas of individual human selves in addition to (and 
indudedin)the Idea of Man. Socrates is something more 
than a mere instance of humanity (though he may be 
incarnate at various times as Pythagoras and many other 
empirical personalities). As regards Ideas of other in- 
dividual things (including human bodies) his opinion may 
have vusicd: ho was probably proposed to postulate them 
if and when he thonght the facts required him to do so, 
but was not always sure that they did. In this sreatise 
(especially in chapter 3) he goes further than anywhere 
els: in the Bunewls towards accepting the full Stoic 
position that each individual thing differs essentially from 
every other (acceptance of this by a Platonist would 
involve postulating a Form for cach individual). 
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Synepsis 

Is there an idea of each particular? It would seem so, 
in spite of all the difficulties which car. be raised, ab least 
in the case of individual men: this does not involve any 
objectionable kind of infinity in the intelligible world 
(ch. 1). Problems about differences between children of 
the same parents: if the children have different kinds of 
beauty this must bo duo to different forming principles 
(which are all present in the souls of the parents) (eh. 2). 
One needs to postulate different forming principles only 
where the individuals are really different; not perhaps 
therefore in cases where animals have litters of large 
numbers of apparently exactly similar offspring. But are 
two individuals ever really exactly the same? The Stoic 
doctrine of recurring world-periods, each exactly similar 
in every detail, will (as already suggested in ch. 1) make it 
uunccessety, even if iere is à Fori fur every individual, 
to postulate an infinite number of Forms; but we must 
not be afraid of the infinity contained ina single intelligible 
reality (ch. 3). 
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V. 7. (18) HEPI TOY EI KAI TON 
KAGEKAZTA EIXIN IAEAI 
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1 seripsimns: jj Enn. 
? transposuimus. 


V. 7. ON THE QUESTION WHETHER 
THERE ARE IDEAS OF PARTICULARS 


1. Is there an idea of each particular thing? Yes, 
if | and each one of us have a way of ascent and 
return to the intelligible, the principle of each of us 
1s thcre. If Socrates, thet js the soul of Socrates, 
always exists, there will be an absolute Soerates in 
the sense that, in so far as they are soul, individuals 
are also said to exist in this way in the intelligible 
world. But if Socrates does not always exist, but 
the soul which was formerly Socrates becomes 
different people at different times, like Pythagoras 
or someone else, then there will not be this particular 
person Socrates also in the intelligible world. But 
if the soul of each individual possesses the rational 
forming principles of all the individuals which it 
animates in succession, then again on this assumption 
all will exist there; and we do say that each soul 
possesses all the forming principles in the universe. 
If then the universe possesses the fcrming principles, 
not only of man but of all individual animals, so does 
thesoul; there will therefore be an infinity of forming 
principles, unless the universe returns on itself in 
regular periods; this will put a limit to the infinity 
of forming principles, because the same things in this 
case recur. Well, then, if the things which come into 
being in all the periods together are more numerous 
than the models, why should there have to be forming 
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1 of, «dy coniecimus: oùx Enn. 
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principles and models of all the things which come 
into being in one period? One man as model would 
do for all men, just as souls limited in number 
produce an infinity of men. No, there cannot be the 
same forming principle for different individuals, and 
one man will not serve as a model for scvcral men 
differing from each cther not only by reason of their 
matter but with a vast number of special diferences 
of form. Men are not related to their form as por- 
traits of Socrates are to their original, but their 
different structures must result from different form- 
ing principles. The whole revolution of the universe 
contains all the forming principles, and when it 
repeats itself it produces the same things again 
according to the same forming principles. We ought 
not to be afraid of the infimty which this introduces 
into the intelligible world: for it is all in an indi 
ble unity and, we may say, comes forth when it 
acts. 

2. But if the mixtures of the forming principles 
of male and female produce different children, there 
will no longer be a forming principle of every indi- 
vidual child that is born, but one of the parents, the 
male, for instance, will produce it, not according to 
different forming principles but according to one, 
his own or his father’s. No, nothing prevents it 
from being according to different principles, because 
the parent has them all, but different ones are ready 
for use at different times. But what are we to say 
when different children come from the same parents? 
Tt is because of unequal dominance [of the two pa- 
rents]. But there is this further point, that it is not 
the case—even if it appears so—that sometimes the 
larger quantity of formative principle is on the male 
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1 Igal: xópa Enn. 


This brings out clearly that matter for Plotinus is always 
a principle of resistance to nature (the immanent creative 
rimciplo in the ylyvival world which ie tho lowest form of 
3ou). A child would be an unnatural creature if it owed its 
differences from the other members of its family to matter, 
not to the forms in nature. 

2 Plotinus is here considering as 2 possibility (not definitely 
avvepüng) Une full Stoic doctrine of the («os morr, the unique 
individual cheracteristie of every entity in any one world- 
period: ep. SVP TI 395; Seneca Epistslae Morals CXIII, 
16. Here and in the following chapter ho is inclined to think 
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side, sometimes on the female, or that each contributes 
in equal proportion, but each of them gives their 
whole forming principle and it is present as a whole 
in the offspring, but it 1s either the part belonging to 
one of them or the other part which dominates the 
matter. But how does it come atout that children 
conceived in different seasons are diferent? Is it 
then the matter which mekes the difference since it 
is not dominated in the same way [in the different 
seasons]? If that were so, then all the children but 
one would be contrary to nature. Bu: if the 
difference is a great diversity of beauty, the form is 
not one. Only ugliness is to be attributed to the 
influence of matter, and even there the perfect 
forming principles are present, hidden but given as 
wholes. But, granted that the forming principles 
are different, why do there need to be as many as 
the individual human beings bom in one world 
period, if it is possible that when the same principles 
are given, individuals appear externally different? 
No, it has [only] been granted that the principles 
are given as wholes, but the question now is whether 
individuals can be different when the same forming 
principles dominate. Are, then, different formmg 
principles necessary because the absolutely identical 
occurs in the other world-period, and in this world 
period there is nothing absolutely identical +? 


that acceptance of the Stoic doctrine of recurrent world- 
periods in which every detail repeats itself exactly night be a 
useful way of accepting Forms of individuals while rejecting 
the idea that there is an infinite number of Forms, as he 
normally doos, though at tho ond of oko. 1 and 2 in thio 
treatise he seems at least prepared to consider it, aud it was 
held by his closest associate Amelius (Syrianus I» Metaph. 
147. 1f). 
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3. How, then, can we assert that the forming prin- 
ciples are different in the case of many children born 
at one birth?? And suppose one also turns to the 
other living beings, and especially to the ones which 
have litters? Now in the cases where the offspring 
are indistinguishable, there is one forming principle. 
But if this is so, the forming principles are not equal 
in number to the individuals. Yes, they are equal 
to the number of individuals which are different, and 
different not by reason of failure [to dominate the 
matter] on the side of the form. Or what prevents 
[there being different forming prmaplcs] cven when 
the individuals are not diferent? Supposing, that 
is, that there are any individuals at all totally 
without difference. For, as the craftsman, even if 
he is making things which do not differ from each 
other, must apprehend the sameness by means of a 
logical difference, according to which he will make 
the thing another by bringing some difference to its 
sameness, so in nature, where the other thing does 
not come into being by reasoning but only by 
rational forming principles, the difference must be 
linked with the form; but we are unable to grasp 
the differenec. And if [nature's production] con- 
tains a random number of individuals, that is a differ- 
ent story; but if it is precisely determined how 
many there are, the quantity will be defined by the 
unrolling and unfolding of all the forming principles; 
so that, when all things come to an end, there will 
be another beginning; for how large the universe 
ought to be, and all thet it will pass through in ite 


3 Cp. "Seven, Cousin Peter, and all of them twins!” 
(Beatrix Potter The Tale of Mr. Tod 2), which may do some- 
thing to justify my translation of 8:3vuww hero. 
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mpoxelpa. 


ARE THERE IDEAS OF PARTICULARS 


life, is established from the beginning in that which 
contains the forming principles. Are we then in the 
case of the other living beings, whieh produce a great 
many offspring from one birth, to assume an equal 
number of forming principles? Now we have no 
need to be afraid of the infinity in seeds and forming 
principles, since Soul contains them all. Yes, in 
Intellect, as in Soul, there is again the infinity of 
these principles which come out ready for use in 
Soul. 
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V. 8. ON THE INTELLIGIBLE BEAUTY 


Introductory Noto 


Tuus treatise is the second section of the great work 
comprising IIT. 8 (30), V. 8 (31), V. 5 (32) and LL. 9 (33) 
(see Introductory Notes to II. 9, III 8 and V. 5). It 
should be read before V. 5, with which it is particularly. 
closely linked (see Introductory Note to V. 5). Its pur- 
pose is to give us the most vivid and powerful understand. 
ing of the true nature of Intellect possible in a written 
work; not a merely external understanding hut one which 
will enable us to become Intellect and see its world from 
inside. ‘The two great linked themes by developing which 
Plotinus zries to bring us to tliis inner understanding ere: 
(i) that ail beauty and order, both of nature and art, here 
below are due 10 living form deriving immediately from 
Intellect: our material cosmos is an image or reflection 
of the world of Intellect; (ij that both the creative 
activity of Intellect here below and its own inner life are 
totally non discursive, an eternal prodnefive lifa imme- 
diately aware of itself in a way which has nothing in 
common with the reasoning from premises to conclusions 
and planning which most people generally consider as 
thinking. 


Synopsis 

The beauty of art consists in living form, originating in 
the intolligikle world, to which the mind of the artist: has 
access (ch. 1). The beauty of nature is also duc to 
form, and so to a still higher degree is moral beauty (ch. 2). 
How to rise to contemplation in Intellect, through the 
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The heaven of the intelligible gods displayed in 
all its glory, its perfect unity and its erdless living moving 
divarsity, a nnivema af supremely real beings, not of 
theorems and propositions (chs. 3-4). The higher wisdom 
of Intellect which knows realities more like images than 
propositions (ch. 5). Egyptian hieroglyphics as an exam- 
ple of the expression of non-discursive thought (ch. 6). 
‘The unplanned immediate spontaneixy with which In- 
tellect creates its image, this visible cosmos ich. 7). The 
beauty of the intelligible world (ch. 5). The method of 
dematerializing our contemplation of the visible cosmos 
30 that we oco tho intelligible (ch. 9). The truc, godlike 
contemplation of the intelligible world from within (chs. 
10-11). Kronos and Zeus as symbols of the intelligible 
and sensible worlds; ncecasity of the sternal existence of 
the sensible image of the intelligible (ch. 12). Further 
exposition of the way in which Ouranos, Kronos, Zeus and 
Aphrodite symbolise the Three Hypostases. All beauty 
comes from the world of Intell 5 


t. Transition to V. 5 


10 


V.8.(31) NEPI TOY NOHTOY 
KAAAOTZ 


1. "Eneib] dopev vv èv Oly 700 vorroó réopov 
yeyevnuévov kal rò 108 dlyBwo6 vo xararońoavra 
kdhdos roôrov SuvfocoBas xal rò» rovrov marépa 
kal Tà» émékewa roô els črvoww puola, nem 
palâpev IBátv ical. elzetv piv arois, ós oldv re rà 
vouxóro. elzeiv, más dv vis TÒ kdMios roD vob kal 
roi «domov éxelvou Üeácorro. Keyeveor rolvuv 
Aja eyyds, tovc Bé, el Boe, «doy + Av 
èv Bye, 708 per dppv9piorov ol réyvis Apoipov, 
oi 82 y Tén Kexparnpcvon eis yapa Geod Ñ 
kal mos avbpdcrov, Qeon ui» Xápiras ^| cmo 
Motors, drSpamov 8 oj twos, dXX ôv èk mdvrew 
Kady memolneer ý réxvn, avety pèr dv ó bud ris 
céyvzs yeyernpdvos els eiBous «dos adds od 
mapà rò elvat Aifos Ñr yàp üv rai ó Erepos Spolws 
keahds—aAX rape. 708 eous, 8 évipeew 4 réyon. 
otro pev roinw 7à eldos odi. elyev Å TAN, GAN Fv 
dy cQ eworoarrt kal tpl èe els tò» Mov: 4v 
Sev 7H Squovpyô où kafécov épbaryol 1) xepes 
Sow ard, AX dn peretye ris reyns. i dpa 

1 Volkmann*, B-T, e Theol. IV. 4. 
1 Thereis aroforeree back here to the ead of the frst section. 


(in Porphyry’s division) of thissame treatise, IIT. 8 (30). 11—i.e. 
the chapter in the original immediately preceding this one. 
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l. Since we maintain thal the mau who has 
ertered into contemplation of the intelligible world 
and understood the beauty of the true Intellect will 
be able also to bring into his mind its Father which 
is beyond Intellect, let us try to see and to say to 
ourselves, as far as it is possible to say such things, 
how it is possible for anyone to contemplate the 
beauty of Intellect and of that higher world. Let us 
suppose, if you like. a couple of great lumps of stone 
lying side by side, one shapeless and untouched by 
art, the other which has been already mastered by 
art and turned into a statue of a god or of a man, 
of a Grace or one of the Muses if of a god. and if of 
a man not just of any man but of one whom art has 
made up out of every sort of human beanty. The 
stone which has been brought to beauty of form by 
art will appear beautiful not because it is a stone— 
for then the other would be just as beautiful—but as 
a result of the form which art has put into it.2 Now 
the material did not have this form, but it was in the 
man who had it in his mind even before it came into 
the stone; but it was in the craftsman, not in so 
far as he had hands and eyes, but because he had 
some share of art. So this beauty was in the art, 


? Compare and contrast the earlier treatise I. 6 (1). 2. 25-7, 
where sometimes art gives beauty to a whole house with its 
parts, and sometimes nature gives beauty o a single stone. 
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èv r réxm Tò Kdddos robro dpenov TaAAG oi 
20 ydp exetvo Bev els rv Abov rò èv «fj égvm. GAN’ 
Zuetvo pèv uévei. do BE dx? delyne Eharrov exet- 
vou: xal obe cobro ipewe kafapóv èv air, o8Sé 
otov éfovAero, GX’ door clicv ó Abos aH réwn 
el B ú rexen d dore al Eyes rovobro movet —Kodoy Sè 
moet karà Adyov of moti—peitóvos kal ddrDeore- 
2% pus cars} ta. rà Káňos Eyousa rà réyvys peior 
perroe kal káàNov Ñ oov éoriv év r w. kai 
yàp daw là» els jy Bly èrréraran, óo datlevéo- 


mepov roô èv él pévovros. ddiorarar ydp éavroi 
név Buordgevov, el loys, èv loyst, eb beppórns, 
ev Üspuóryr, eè dus Sivas, ev Surdpe, ei 
30 wdddos, £v káder. Kal tò mpdrov mrovobv mâv Kab 
atrd xpetrrov elvai Bet. tof mouoysévov ob yàp d 
dpovola povoirdy, àÀY dj povouch, Kal ry ev 
albar mpd roírov. el Bé mis Tas teyvas 
ámpdte, ön pupoíueres jv diow mowo, 
erpórov per daréov kal ras ddseis pupetallas dda. 
25 Enevra Bet eivai, de oby amos tò ópdpevor 
pupotvras, dM’ ávarpéyovow èni rods Myovs, & 
div dj dióois. elra kal őri modà map! adrév roti 
kal apooribéaor Bé, drw ri Meinen bs eyovoai 
rò kdMos: émd kal! ó DeiSlas vóv Ala mpds 
ob» clobprv wocjoas, ad Aaflów olos ay 
1 Kirchhoff*, testatur Theol. IV. 20: črera Enn, 
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and it was far better there; for the beauty in-the 
art did not come into the stone, but that beauty stays 
inthe art and another comes from it into the stone 
which is derived from it and less than it, And even 
this does not stay pure and as it wants to be in the 
stone, but is only there as far as the stone has 
submitted to the art. If art makes its work like 
what it is and has—and 1t makes f: beautiful accord- 
ing to the forming principle of what it is making—it 
is itself more, and more truly, beautiful since it has 
the beauty of art which is greater and more beautiful 
than anything in the external object. For a thing 
is weaker than that which abides in unity in propor- 
tion as it expands in its advance towards matter. 
Everything which is extended departs from itself: 
1f 1t is bodily strength, 1t grows less strong, if heat, 
less hol, if power in general, less powerful, if beauty, 
less beautiful? Every original maker must be in 
itself stronger than that which it makes; it is not 
lack of music which makes a man musical, bat music, 
and music in the world of sense is made by the music 
prior to this world. But if anyone despises the arts 
because they produce their works by imitating nature, 
we must tell him, first, that natura! things are imita- 

tions too. Then he must know that the aris do not 
simply imitate what they see, but they run back up 
to the forming principles from which natare derives; 
then also that they do a great deal by themselves, 
and, since they possess beauty, they make up what is 
defective in things. For Pheidias too did not make 
his Zeus from any model perceived by the senses, 


1 This is the normal doctrine of Plotinus: ep. especially 
IIL 7. 11. 23-7 (on the sou''s self-extension into time). 
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40 yévoro, d djuiv ó Zebs 8? dypdraw eros 
devia. 

2. "AAN qpiv dgetoOwoay ai téyvav àv BE Aé- 
yovras và čpya pyptodar, và dae, An yerdpeva 
ral Meyópeva, Bewpôpev, Noyued re CBa xal doya 
mévra koù páora sou karópłwrar airāv rot 

5 mìdoavros ard Kal Sqpucvpyifoavros mpar- 
EEE E OEE EE E). FE OE E 
rl obv à kddRos erly èv rovrois; où yàp Bij 76 
alpa kol à karagjvias ANA Kad ypóa adn Tov- 
Tuv kal oyĝpa Ñ od8ev dj re doynpov ij olov rà 
arepidyov drhotv 71 [ola Sj]! nd8ev Sù Mae 

10 rò ris ‘Eddys ris mepipayýrov ráňos, Ñ doct 
ywawâv "Adpodérys pora káder; ind. kal 76 
ris " Adpobieqs abriis nóðev, dj di nis Sos rahòs 


1 del. Armstrong, ut ineptum simplicitatis exemplum. 


1 phe “ Pheidias commonplace”, on the basis of which 
Plotinus develops his awn view of the artist's direct access 
to the intelligible world, gocs back at least to the age of 
Cicero (cp. Cicero Orator LL. 8-9 and, for the continuance of 
its uso down to the time of Plotinus, Philostratus Life of 
Apollonius VI. 19.2). Plotinus is of course here in disagree- 
ment with Plata, for whom the artist is a mere copyist of the 
realities of the sense-world (cp. Plato Republic X BOTRE.) 
On the question of whether this disagreement was conscious 
and deliberate, see J. M. Rist, Plotinus (Cambridge 1967) 153- 
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but understood what Zeus would look like if he 
wanted to make himself visible 

2. But let us leave the arts; and let us contem- 
plate those things whose works they are said to 
imitate, which come into existence naturally as 
beauties and are so callcd, all the rational and irra- 
tional living creatures and especially those among 
them which have succeeded since the craftsman who 
formed them dominated the matter and gave it the 
form he wished. What then is the beauty in these? 
Certainly not the blood and the menstrual fluid; 
rather, the colour of these is different and their shape 
is either na shape or a shapeless shape or like that 
which delimits something simple. From what 
source, then, did the beauty of Helen whom men 
fought for shine out, or that of all the women like 
Aphrodite in beauty? Then again, what is the 
source of the beauty of Aphrodite herself, or of any 


4 ond my paper “ Tradition, Reason aul Baperieuve in the 
Thought of Plotinus" (in Plotino e il Neoplatcnisno, Rome 
1974) 179. 

? "The text and meaning of this passage must remain some- 
what doubtful, but fairly good sense can be made of it in the 
way followed here, with the deletion of ofa MAy as an inept 
gloss on érdody x (matter cannot have an outline, even the 
simplest). doynuov of course normally means ** shapeless ” 
in the sense of " misshapen ”, “ugly. Plotinus seems to 
correct himself twice in speaking of the shape of blocd and 
auonotrual Quid—Arst yeflectiug hal i tey ars formed 
material realities, even of the most elementary kind, they 
«annot have no shape, and then finding an £cyypor ofa some- 
what too paradoxical. His final way of putting it, which 
seems to imply that a complex shape is necessary fer beauty, 
again contrasts with the aesthetic perception of the beauty 
of simple things (light, a single stone) so strongly asserted in 
I. 6, 1-2 against the “ good proportion” theory of beauty 
(see notes on ch. 1 there), 
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5 brs Ko judy ews èoriv, oŭmo elSouer, örar è clow 


yéeqros, SLO quer, clrcior Bè 3? oppárwr Tos 
Bv uóvov: Ñ más Bà cjukpob; ouvedédcerar B8 
al rò péyeBos ob péya & &yico, GM elder yerdpe- 
vov piya. Ererra Ñ oloypóv Set rò rowdy Ñ 
diddopov ù koAóv elvai. aisypóv pèv oiv čv où 
dv rò čvavriov voire, diddopor Sè « pâov 
Kady 3) alsypóv; dA yáp écrt Kal ij dois ý Tà 
oŭrw kxAà Squloupyoiica TOAD mpórepov kari, 
diues 88 vw ivBov oiBcv ópá» ellwpiévoi oU 
elidres cà Sw Šubkopev dryvootrres, Ett rò &vbov 
aret Sonep dv cè ris 76 dibeov adro Brev 

Ps del. Kirchhoff, Müller, B-T, ut variam lectionem ad dAV ei 
jibe 
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other beautiful human being or of any god of those 
who appear visibly, or even of those who do not 
appear but have in themselves a beauty which could 
beseen? Is not this beauty everywhere form, which 
comes from the maker upon that which he has brought 
into being, as in the arls il was said Lo come from the 
arts upon their works? Well, then, are the things 
made and the forming principle in matter heantifal, 
but the forming principle which is not in matter but 
in the maker, the first immaterial one, is that not 
beauty? But if it was the mass which was beautiful 
in so Tar as il was mass, it would necessarily follow 
that the forming principle which was the maker, 
since it was not mass, was not beautiful; but if che 
same form, whether it is in something small or some- 
thing large, moves and influences the soul of one 
who sees it in the same way by its own power, 
beauty is not to be attributed to the size of the mass. 
It is further evidence of this that we do not yct sce 
a thing while it is outside us, but when it comes 
within, it influences us. But it comes in through the 
eyes as form alone: or how could it get through 
something so small? But the size is drawn in along 
with it, it has become not large in bulk but 
large in form. Further the maker must be cithcr 
ugly or neutral or beautiful. Now if it was ugly it 
would not make the opposite, and if it was neutral 
why should it rather make something beautiful than 
something ugly? But certainly nature which pro- 
duces such beautiful works is far before them in 
beauty, but we, because we are not accustomed to 
see any of the things within and do not know them, 
pursue the external and do not know that :t is that 
within which moves us: as if someone looking at 
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dvopyéorerás ye piv d dv omovBale duy) kal 
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+ A reference to the story of Narcissus: cp. I 6. 6. 9-12. 

? Cp. Plato Symposium 210B-C. 

3 The relationship of soul and nature has been explained in 
the first chapters of this work, IIT. 8 (30). 1-4. 
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his image and not knowing where it came from should 
pursue it! But the beauty also in studies and ways 
of life and generally in souls ? makes clear that what 
1s pursued 1s something else and that beauty does not 
lie in magnitude: it is truly a greater beauty than 
that when you see moral sense in someone and de 
light in it, not looking at his face—which might be 
ugly—but putting aside all shape and pursuing his 
inner beauty. But if it does not move you yet, so 
that you call someone like this beautiful, you will 
uot when you look inward at yourself be pleased 
with your beauty. It would bé m vam for you to 
seek beanty when you are in this state, for you will 
be seeking with something ugly and impure. This 
is why discussions about these sorts of things are not 
for everybody; but if you have seen yoursef beauti- 
ful, remember them. 

3. There is therefore in nature a rational forming 
principle which is the archetype of the beauty in 
body, and the rational principle ın soul is more 
beautiful than that in nature, and is also the source 
of that in nature It is clearest in a nobly good 
soul and is already advanced in beauty: for by 
adorning the soul and giving it light from a greater 
light which is primarily beauty it makes us deduce 
by its very presence in the soul what that before it 
is like, which is no longer in anything else but in 
itself. For this reason it is not an expressed forming 
principle at all, but is the maker of the first forming 
principle which is the beauty present in the matter 
which is soul 4; but this [primary principle of beauty] 


^ Myos here must be laken in ils special sense of “ formative 
expression of a higher principle on a lower level of reality ”. 
For Soul as matter op. II. 4. 3. 4-5. 


245 


18 


20 


98 


PLOTINUS: ENNEAD V. 8. 


del vois al où «ror? vote, Bre ph ennerds ade. 
rh d» of diva ris abrod Adfo; moa yàp 
Birk t du picleovise. “BINS pip Be E vatican dua 
vob yerdoBau, Bore ph V elnévos, dA oor xpuaob 
mrayrés xpvsóv twa Betypa Aaffetv, kal ei pù kal- 
apis el 6 Wdfleis, «afaipem adróv 3) fpyqi 3) Moi. 
Bevevivras, ds où tay robró ear ypuods, åMà 
rovrl rà èv 76 öyr pávov: oro) xal évrabla dnd 
uti qué. Bb dv aeq ubisiitipu. eUSA panke; aes 
Ty ÜcÓv, ofds devw ó èv adrois voôs. oeuvot pèv 
yop mévres Ücol. kal kadol kal rò KLANG airóv 
dpdyaver d ol dor 8 $ sotofrol dow: 4 
vols, xal nc pov vods evepydy, dv adrols, dore 
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kal yàp afe žari apara, où roi 
elvur Üecis, dAMà xarà ròv voôv Kai oðror Geol. 
kadot 8} F Geol où yàp Bj wort piv dpovodar, 
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aii vue oriri Kii kabap ex ape alia kaè 
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fete, eat Zea vate dp. vá» 84 Be» of pin dy 
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88 sóppulev, và ev exelvy aô TG odpavd imepoyf] 
af (aumiw kedadp. of B èv exeivy dures, bao d) 
1 MacKenna: xoJoi jj of deol Enn.*, HS: xadol 86 jj Beot 
Cilento, B-T: del. Müller, Harder. 
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is Inzellect, always and not just sometimes Intellect, 
because it does not come to itself from outside. 
What image of it, then, could one take? For every 
image will be drawn from something worse. But the 
image must be taken from Intell so Whal one is 
not really apprehending it through an image, but it 
is like taking a piece of gold as a sample of all gold, 
and, 1f the piece taken is not pure, purifying it in 
act or word by showing that not all this sample is 
gold, but only this particular portion of the whole 
inass 3; il is from the intellect in ourselves when 
it has been purified, or, if you like, from the gods, 
that we apprehend what the intellect in them is like. 
For all the gods are majestic and beautiful and their 
beauty is overwhelming ?: but what is it which mak 
them like this? It is Intellect, and it is because 
Intellect is more intensely active in them, so as to be 
visible. They are certainly not like this because 
their bodies are beautiful. The godhead even of 
those who have bodies does noz consist in this, but 
these too are gods because of their intellect. They 
are surely beautiful just because they are gods. 
For they certainly do not sometimes think rightly and 
sometimes perversely: their thinking is always right 
in the calm and stability and purity of Intellect, and 
they know all things and are acquainted, not with 
mortal matters, but with their own divine ones, with 
all which Intellect sı Ihe gods who are in heaven, 
since they are free for contemplation, continually 
contemplate, but as if at a distance, the things in 
that higher heaven into which they raise their 


1 Cp, the remarkable development of this image, where the 
“ living gold ” purifies itsel:, in IV. 7. 10. 47-52. 
? Cp. Plato Symposium 218K5. 
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olors én? adroX kal èv adr, èv muvri oixotvres 
7 èxeî ovpavd—ndvra yàp exe? oùpavòs cal Ù yf) 
otpavis rai Bédaaca kal Ga kal furà koi dvÜpu- 
moi, Tav odpáviov éceivou Tod obpavod—oi 8€ Geol 
ol èv aii) od dmakiotvres dvOpdmous 088° dAdo vi. 
ray exci, re rv éxel, mácav wer Bieliac Thy 
gri yoipav Kal ròv rómov dyaemmndpievon 

4. Cral yàp Tò feta Cher èra, kal arbera Bà 
bruts ral yevérepa xal Tpogòs kal ote, vul tpo- 
di nal dpõor rå pira, oiy ols 7 Geen. nade 
so7w, GAN ofs odcla, Kai éavroùs èv dois: 
Biapavĝ yap dero. xal exorewóv ol dvricumov 
odBév, GAAG mas mavri davepós eis rò elato kal rdv- 
ra: das yip deri. kal yàp eye ais ndvra èv 
atr@, kal ad dpa év dw mávra, dore muvrayot 
márta kal nav nav kal &xacrov mv xal depos Ú 
abyMy Exacrov ydp abrdv péya, ènel kal rà 
puxpey péyar xal Fos exe? máwra dopa, xol 
éxaorov its að Kai rávra, dyer 8 èv éxdorw 
dXX, eudbatver 8 ral ndvra, tort 88 kal rivnors 
nabapd- ob ydp avyyet adr toGour Ô wet črepov 
adras úndpyov xai 4j ordo o9 mapaxwoupern, 
Sre ph pépuera 7G pù oracipe: kal rè Kadsy 
kañv, Šri joy xn o Gig? KaG. “Bebe Be 
Exastos oùr én’ dAorplas olov yf, dÀW fom 

1 Bouillet, testatur Theologia. 


1 Tho sterting-point here is, as sc often, the Phaedrus myth 
. Plato Phaedrus 2476,); and whet immediately follows 
may be influenced by tho dosoription of the “ true heaven and. 
carth” in Plato Phaedo 109DF. But the whole of this 
amazing description of the intelligible world which continues 
throagh chapter 4 seems to express some kind of direct 
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heads}: but the gods in that higher heaven, all 
those who dwell upon it and in it, contemplate 
through their abiding in the whole of that heaven. 
For all things there are heaven, and earth and sea 
and plants and animals and men are heaven, every- 
thing which bclongs to that higher heaven is heavenly. 
The gods in it do not reject as unworthy men or 
anything else that is there; it is worthy because it 
is there, and they travel, always at rest, through all 
that higher country and region— 

4. For it is “ the easy life " ? there, and truth is their 
mothcr and nurse and being and food—and they see 
all things, not those to which coming to be, but those 
to which real being belongs, and they see themselves 
in other things; for all things there are transparent, 
and there 1s nothing dark or opaque; everything and 
all things are clear to the inmost part to everything; 
for light is transparent to light. Each there ha 
everything in itself and sees all things in every other, 
so that all are everywhere and each and every one 
is all and the glory is unbounded; for each of them 
is great, because even the small is great; the sun 
there is all the stars, and each star is the sun and all 
the others. A dierent kind of being stands oul in 
each, but in each all are manifest. Movement, too, 
is pure: for the mover does not trouble it in its going 
by being different from it. Rest is not disturbed, 
for it is not mixed with that which is not at rest. 
Beeuty is just beauty, because it is not in what is 
not beautiful. Tach walks not as if on alien ground, 
but each one’s place is its very self and when it 


visionary experience of Plotinus himself (cp. VI. 7. 12-3). 
2 deol xia. Ldovres is a stock Homeric phrase for the gods: 
cp. eg. Iliad 6. 138. 
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dedero dv & dorm ated 8 don, kal owbê adv 
olov mpés 76 diuo lávri rò Bev dari, kal oic aèròs 
uiv Ao, 4 xpa 88 abro) do. al yàp à 
Sroxeluerov voüs xal abrds voids: olov el ris xara 1 
ToUcov ròv obparsy róv dpdpevor pwroeid čvra 
roU-o rà pads 75 d£ aðroô Piva vorjocte rà dorpa. 
JvroíÜn pèr ob obe dr pepove ado dAdov 
ylvovro dv, xal etn dv pévov Exaorov pépos, det 
è ef Sov del čkaorov kal dua Exacrov raè dov 
garrdterar uiv yàp pépos, evopérar 88 cQ dget 


5 ri» av ov, oov el rus yévorro riu ju rotobros, 


olos ó Avyxeds ddéyero ral cà. elow fs yijs spay 
raft SE iet E E T EA 
ais Bi ece? Blas obre kdpurds gow ott? dori 
mipwats els rò maboacbar Bewpéry oire yàp 
kévoos Ñv, ba Frwr ds arfpwow wai réos 
preoti, ole rò pè» do, 73 8° Eo, lvo éripø 
adv dy ab) TÈ «ob érépov p) åpéokovra d- 
depesd re vh uen ON Lore rò AnMjperror 7B 
pij Thy mArjpwow Karappovely moii» T00 merin- 
purndros: dpü» yàp páXor ópĝ, «ol xaBopav 
direipov abráv ital rà ópópeva r éavroó awérera 
don. alo De» p eMe redparav Dye, 
dra» ĝ waDBapá- rò 9 dpirra Lav ri v duoi; Ù 
82 Lor) copia, copla B? où optica. Xoywpots, 
bre dd Fv nox ral Arctmovsa odevi, wa 
Ugrdoeus Senb GX Coro ý mpóry raè ob da” 


1 Dodds: xai Enn. 
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ascends (so to speak) the place it came from runs 
along with it, and it is not itself one thing and its 
place another. The thing itself is Intellec: and its 
ground is Intellect; it is as if one were to suppose 
that in the case of this visible heaven of ours which is 
luminous that the light which comes from il was 
born to be the stars. Here, however, one part would 
not come from another, and each would be only a 
part; but there each comes only from the whole and 
is part and whole at once: it has the appearance of 
a part, but a penetrating look sees the whole in it, 
supposing that someone had Lhe sort of sight which 
it is said that Lynceus 1 had, who saw into the inside 
of the earth, a story which s n riddles of the 
eyes which they have there. They do not grow 
weary of contemplation there, or so filled with it as 
to cease contemplating: for there i i 
which would result in their being 
had filled it and reached their end; and things are 
not different from each other so as to make what 
belongs to one displeasing to another with different 
characteristics; and nothing there wears out or 
wearies. There is a lack of satisfaction there in the 
sense that fullness does not cause contempt for that 
which has produced it: for that which sees goes on 
seeing still more, and, perceiving its own infinity and 
that of what it sees, follows its own nature. Life 
holds no weariness for anyone when i: is pure: and 
how should that which leads the best life grow 
weary? This life is wisdom, wisdom not acquired 
by reasonings, because it was always all present, 
without any failing which would make it need to be 


1 For the legend of Lynceus see Cypria XI Allen and Apol- 
lonius Rhodius I 151-5. 
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ds: kal dj odola abr} copia, AW ode adrés, 
elra cofds. Sid roôro Sè olBepia pelle, kal ý 
abroemariun čvraðla rdpeSpos Tô và TÔ cvpmpo- 
daveb, olov AEyouor xarà pipnow kal TÔ Auk 
vh Alen». ndvra yàp và rowa ère? olov 
dydpara rap ajrÓv evopdpera, dore Gama 
elvat dacpcvdaipsruv Ücardv. ris pèr o» 
codias rò péyebos xai cip Sivapun dv is xariSor, 
bre per? airs exer kai menoinxe Tà örra, koi 
másra. yxodovIyce, Kal gor abri) Tà dvra, xol 
ovveyévero avrjj, Kal ev äufw, Kai 1j ovota 7) ère? 
aogia. AAN dpdis ds obveaw odk AMoper, bre 
xal ris emorhpas bewphpara xal cupddpyow 
vevouteaper mpordacuw elvai: rà 82 od" àv vote 
ivriüÓa èmoripais. el Bé mu  mepl tore 
dudvoByrét, earéov raíres èv T mopóvm. mepi 
è ris axel emorfuns, qv &) Kal ó DAdrov 
E dae cui. Rus durip AA de 
dAÀe, bras Bé, dace Lore cal dvewickew, 
enep dkior TAs mpoonyopias dapiv elvar—tows 
ody Bedriov évretÜev iv dpyiy moujoacÓa.. 

5. llávra Bj rà ywópeva, etre Teyvnrà etre 
Droit: ty. ends ae out, Kak Dni Ae 
mortacas mavrayoð copla. GAN cl Bj rig xar 1 
alio riv abdlay morot; Zascisav piv al miyoni 
rota. AY d reise dd añ els aoplav 

1 Miiller*: kai Enn. 

1 Justice is throned beside Zeus in Sophocles Ovdipua 
Culmeus 1381-2 (iu /Antiyume 45l, for vbvivus dramaliu 
reasons, she dwells with the gods below, in the world of the 
dead). Tn Plato Laws TV 716A2 she is the constant follower 
cf God. It is interesting that Plotinus distinguishes absolute 
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searched for; but it is the first, not derived from any 
other wisdom; the very being of Intellect is wisdom: 
it does not exist first and then become wise. For 
this resson Wiere is no greater wisdom: absolute 
knowledge has its throne beside Intellect in their 
common revelation, as they say symbolically Justice 
is throned beside Zeus. Ali things of this kind 
there are like Images seen by their own light, to be 
beheld by “ exceedingly blessed spectators ’.2. The 
greatness and thepowerof thiswisdom can beimagined 
if we consider thal it has with it and has made all 
things, and all things follow it, and it is the real 
beings, and they came to be along with it, and both 
are one, and reality is wisdom there. But we have 
not arrived at understanding this, because we con- 
sider that the branches of knowledge are made up of 
theorems and a collection of proportions; but this 
is not true even of the sciences here below. But if 
someone wants to dispute ahout these, let them go 
for the present; but about the knowledge there— 
which Plato observed and said " that which is not a 
knowledge different from that in which it is ", but 
how this is so, he left us to investigate and discover, 
1f we claim to be worthy of our title [of Platonists|— 
perhaps it would be hetter to start from this point: 

5. Some wisdom makes all the things which have 
come into being, whether they are products of art 
or nature, and everywhere it is a wisdom which is in 
charge of their making. But if anyone does really 
make according to wisdom itsclf, let us grant that 
the arts are like this. But the craftsman goes back 


knowledge and Intellect even in their common revelation: 
they are clearly not quite the seme thing for him. 
? Cp. Plato Phaedo 11143. 
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douce] Epyeras, rab’ ty yeyéynrat, ober ouvre- 
Ücioav èr Dewpnydrow, GAY Shay & ru où civ 
cvykeévip ex molo» ds &, ad paddov 
ávaAvouévry eis rAjfos èë évós. ei piv oiv Taxes 
mus mpárqv Üfjcerat, dpKei” odkére yàp e& čov 
oUra où èv ddw. el Bé röv per Myov èv TH 
diver, rotrov Bé dgyle dove rhv ddow, 
nddev ter drjoopiev wai el e€ dov exelvov. ef 
perv E avroð, ornosucba eÈ 82 els vov fEovow, 
vraõba dwréov, el d voôs eydnmae riv coddov- 
nul ef gomme, wider; el 88 dE adrod, dBivarov 
das 3j abrov vra codiav. ý dpa adnOur codia 
obota, kal ý dus) odola copio, kal 1j déia cai 
rh odoi rapa rfs codías, Kal, bre mapa ris 
cobías, olcía dAntijs. S) Kai boa ovoiar 
cobíav oùe youn, 7H perv Mà codíav rwà 
yeyorevas obaia, và 88 pù eyew èv abrais aodíav, 
ate ddyfial oti. où rolvey Bet vouítew ecet 
d£idpiorra. dpâv Tods Ücois 0382 rods dei Srepev- 
Suluovas, OAV irasra rev heyoudvew ère? Kod 
aydduara, ola eharrdterd vis ev rH cohod dvbpós 
yugi eei àydìpara BÀ od yeypupjpéra, dAdo 
Buia. Bid wal ras léas bvra eeyov elvat of 
madatoi Kai oùoias. 


1 The " images in the soul of the wise mar. " (and probably 
the “images” in ch. 4, line 43) come from the speech ot 
Alcibiades in praise of Socrates at the end of the Symposium, 
whore he specks of the wonderful images which are concealed 
within his Silenuslike outside: Plato Symposium 215B1-3 
and 216E3-217Al. The form of reference (^ someone ima- 
gined ”) is curious for a reference by Plotinus to a Platonic 
passage, but Plotinus is probably attributing the imagination 
of the Silenus-figure containing divine images to Alcibiades 
himself rather than to Plato. It brings out excellently that 
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again to the wisdom of nature, according to which 
he has come into existence, a wisdom which is no 
longer composed of theorems, but is one thing as a 
whole, not the wisdom made into one out of many 
components, but rather resolved into multiplicity 
from one. If then one is going :o make this the 
first, that is Enough: for it no longer comes from 
another and is not in another. But if people are 
going to say that the rational forming principle is 
in nature, but its origin is nature, from where shall 
we say that nature has it—is it perhaps from that 
other? If it is from itself, we shall stop there; but 
if they are going on to Intellect, we must see at this 
point if Intellect generated wisdom: and if they 
ssent to this, from where did it get it? If from 
If, this is impossible unless it 1s wisdom itself. 

he true wisdom, then, is substance, and the true 
substance is wisdom; and the worth of substance 
comes from wisdom, and it is because it comes from 
wisdom that it 1s true substance. Therefore all the 
substances which do not possess wisdom, because 
they have become substance on account of some 
wisdom but do not possess wisdom in themselves, 
are not truc substances. One must not then suppose 
that the gods orthe “ exceedingly blessed spectators ” 
in the higher world contemplate propositions, but all 
the Forms we speak about are beautiful images in 
that world, of the kmd which someone imagined to 
exist in the soul of the wise man, images not painted 
but rcal! This is why the ancients said that the 
Tdeas were realities and substances. 


the Forms in Intellect are concrete living realities, not mental 
abstractions like propositions, a point on which Plotinus is 
much concerned to insist in this treatise. 
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B. Aowofia. 8 por kal of Alywerrioy cool, etre 
årpiße? emoripn AaBávres eire. kal cupddrer, 
mepi dv éfoólovro Sid codlas Seuvivar, uà 
brows ypoypdrwv Šečoðevovor Abyous Kal mpo- 
ráver mde pupovpévos dvds kai mpodopás 
Gkiwpdrow Keyphofa, dyddpara 86 ypdiavres 
kal & gcaoroy éxdorou mpdyparos dyalue 
évrumdcavres èv ois lepois Tiy éxeivov (oi)! 
Bu£oBow eupivar, dds dpa ris kal émorjur kai 
copia čxaoróv dor ğyaňpa cal óroreipevov «al 
GOpdov Kai où Kravdnots oŭðè BojAevais. Üercpov 
1082 dx’ adris åðpóas odoqs <iSwrov iv addy 

eéeduypdvor jòn ical Myov ard év Bie£áBo xal ras 

airías, 8v ds ottw, étedowskov, dore? kalós 
odrws èxovros 708 yeyevmuévov Üauudow. ef Tis 
ole, Oavudoor pn ci» codíav, vs abri) * airías 
15 o) £yovoc Tis oboias, bv ds otrw, mapéye: Tots 
mrovovpévois Kar’ adriy. Tò xadds dpa obras xal 

76 ek Cyrigews dv pods Ñ o98 Shs davév, dre 

Bei ores, elmep vts eedpor, mpd Lyrjcews kai 

mpd oyiopos tndpyew olas". olov—AdBupev yàp 

éd! évós peydAov à Aéyw, dnep dpudoer kal émi 
qrávrev.— ` 

T. robro Sù 73 mv, èrelnep avyywpodper map 
dAXov ajTó eva: kal roioĝrov elvat. dpa oiñpeha 


a 


2 coniecimus: ds 7ò Enn. ? Theiler: airy Enn. 


? On the kind of images of which Plotinus is speaking here 
see E. de Keyser La Signification de Vari dans les Ennéades de 
Plotin (Louvain 1955) 60-2, who points out that Plotinus 
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6. The wise men of Egypt, I think, also understood 
this, either by scientific or innate knowledge, and 
when they wished to signify something wisely, did 
not use the forms of letters which follow the order 
of words and propositions and imitate sounds and 
the enunciations of philosophica! statements, but by 
drawing images and inscribing in their temples one 
particular image of each particular thing, they mani- 
fested the non-discursiveness of the intelligible world, 
that is, that every image is a kind of knowledge and 
wisdom and is a subject of statements, all together 
in onc, and not discourse or deliberation, But [only] 
afterwards [others] discovered, starting from it in its 
concentrated unity, a representation in something 
else, already unfolded and speaking it discursively 
and giving the reasons why things are like this, so 
that, because what has come into existence is so 
beautifully disposed, if anyone knows how to admire 
it he expresses his admiration of how this wisdom, 
which does not itself possess the reasons why snb- 
stance is as it is, gives them to the things which are 
made according to it. That, then, which is beautiful 
in this way, and which is with difficulty or not at all 
discovered by research to be necessarily like this, if 
one were to find it out, exists before research and 
before reasoning; for instance—for let us take one 
great example of what I am saying, which will also 
fit all other cases— 

7. this All, if we agree that its being and its being 
what it is come to it from another, are we to think 


speaks of temples, nut uf suwed writings, and is therefore not 
misunderstanding the semialphabetic hieroglyphies of the 
sacred books but speaking of the purely ideogrammetie sym- 
bols which do appear on the temple wails. 
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ców nomriv abrob émvofjou rap abr yiv kal 
atriy èv éo Bá» orfivar, ela (Bop kal em 
^H ph cobra, ul A Aa: dv mdini ple non 
odparoB, dira ida ndvra wat robrois popjds 
routras éxdoro, don: vóv elo, xol cà dov 
Exéorois omddyyva xal cà. wo pépn, era Biare- 
Gara Exacta mop! abr obras emyepely T 
oye; BX obre 4 emlvora war] d movie — 
mébev yàp. em@dbev obrdmore éwparóri ;—otre dE 
dAXov AuPdere Buvardy Fv epydsusOar, dws viv of 
Syproupyol rosotot pal. xal dpydvors xodjpiesor- 
Sorepor ydp kal xeipes xal róðes. delmerar rola 
elis uiv mávra èv iden, ofBevds 82 perah dvcoc 
Th èv cQ òvni pòs Mo yeroveig olov eaidvys 
åvaßavĝvar ivõaðua kal dxdva èreivov eire ačróðev 
eire uyiis Siaxovyooperns—Siadbeper yàp oddev 
èv rq mapérr.—1) buys Twos. AAN obw ékeitev 
dv ovuravra raüra, Kal kadAdvs ère rà yàp 
rie kai pépucrae kal obic éxetva pépucrac, GAX 
ody elBect xaréoynrar e£ dpyiie ele reos, mpôrov 
uiv d X Tois Tdv oroiyelwv elðeow, elr ert 
eScow eq Qa, era mdv repat Ser kal 
xalemóv eipév cj» Mv dnd moMois eieo 
Kpud6eica. énel òè Kai atry dõós Te &oycrov, 


+ The insistence on the immediate and intimate relationship 
of the intelligible and sensible universes and the comparative 
unimportance of the mediation of soul should be nored. 
Soul in Plotinus never has a world of its own intermediate 
between the intelligible and sensible worlds; it belongs to 
both worlds, and is normally thought of as linking them; but 
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that its maker conceived earth in his own mind, with 
its necessary place in the centre, and then water and 
its place upon earth, and then the other things in 
thelr order up to heaven, then all living things, each 
with the sorl of shapes which they have now, and 
their particular internal organs and outward parts, 
and then when he had them all arranged in his mind 
proceeded to his work? Planning of this sort is 
quite impossible—for where could the ideas of all 
these things come from to one who had never seen 
them? And if he received them from someone else 
he could not carry them out as craftsmen do now, 
using their hands and tools; for hands and feet come 
later. The only possibility that remains, then, is 
that all things exist in something else, and, since 
there is nothing between, because of their closeness 
to something else in the realm of real being something 
like an imprint and image of tha: other suddenly 
appears, either by its direct action or through the 
assistance of soul—this makes ro difference for the 
present discussion—or of a particular soil! All 
that is here below comes from there, and exi: 


ists in 
greater beauty there: for here it is adulterated, but 
there itis pure. All this universe is held fast by 
forms from beginning to end: matter first of all by 
the forms of the elements, and then other forms 
upon these, and then again others; so that it is 
difficult to find the matter hidden under so many 
forms. Then matter, too, is a sort of ultimate form ?; 


here it seems to be hardly necessary even as a link. 

? "This pacsing romark, which is very difoult to roconoilo 
with Ploünuss normal view of jw as the principle of evil 
(there are no evil Forms in Plotinus), is the nearest he ever 
comes to a totally positive valuation of matter. 
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way eos AE kal ndvra Bq 16 ydp napd- 
Bevypa. elBos Fur emotetro B2? dilodrl, dr. nav rà 
moony xat obaín. kal elSacr $d ical. åmovos [xal 
ciiros] 5 3) Bpovpyla.. ral mavis 82 ji, obs dv 
má. ob rolvw Fw 7d dpmoBow, al viv Bà 
Mouepurel: nálroe dA Vos anodlar yaos 
idrain: (dI cadi, GORA 00E Ok" ver yag ie 
aav: ber BE pon SA wal, ot pts dpyérune kal 
atola xal «B dua xal và cBor và needy dvraBba 
fv pay odsla, expdryuw dv dev  mdvum: 
fo pardon Snjitoupyla. — walroc , A 
Bnjsovpyet ejos aired do 6 don paspas: 
Ario qd ub bint ni db. adie Bolipeitese 
Jasna. ravedjievoe BY o6. difpims". ai 
koreüpampet dun kil adira adv Vdspos 
Beovice?> "pedpievos: ydp 760 iab. TA: Db vaut: 
DU ot ydp od. Myos, dri dyeie piv ob akzio 
elu 8° dp dv daw h yi] kal hid cl orpoyyólr 
xal ó Aofós 9ióc. HSI: excel B6 oU, Sidr ores 
expiv, bia Tovro ore BeBovdevtar, GAX dre 
piss tyes. de Lary Bid ero udi padre qur 
Kalis" olor el apd Tod wvMvywpod ris olrías 73 
viquipsüpa, od qupd wan agordemur- "al pap GE 
drodovâías 038° èé èmwoias, dÀAà mpd dkoAovÜlas 

? Ez, Perna, Kirchhoff: elio rà 8è ABR*JUC, Permans: 
pie TES" scr, B-T: énolee sé Bi Emn.: drole róbe Porna, 


Creuzer, Kirchhoff: éroía (88) 7ó8« Müller*, 
3 del. Theiler. 
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so this universe is all form, and all the things in it 
are forms; for its archetype is form; the making is 
done without noise and fuss, since that which makes 
is all real being and form. So this is another reason 
why the craftsmanship of Intellect is also without 
toil and trouble. And it is the fashioning of an All, 
so an All is the maker. There is nothing to hinder 
the making, and even now it has the mastery, and 
though one thing obstructs another, nothing ob- 
structs it; for it abides as an All. But I think also 
that if we were archetypes and real being and forms 
all at once, and if the form which makes things here 
below was our real being, our craftsmanship would 
have the mastery without toil and trouble. And 
even now, man also is a craftsman, of a form other 
than himself since he has become something else, 
whut le is; for he has ceased to be the All now 
that he has become man; but when he ceases to be 
man he “walks on high and directs the whole 


;universe"*; for when he comes to belong to the 


whole he makes the whole. But to return to our 
main theme: you can explain the reason why the 
earth is in the middle, and round, and why the 
ecliptic slants as it docs; but it is not because you 
ean do this that things are so there; they were not 
planned like this because it was necessary for them 
to be like this, but because things There are disposed 
as they are, the things here are beautifully disposed : 
as if the conclusion was there before the syllogism 
which showed the causc, and did not follow from the 
premises; [the world-order] is not the result of 
following out a train of logical consequences and 


1 Op. Plato Phaedrus 2461-2. 
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mráv yàp 76 Kara Gddo moujftv örav Tis Cavudon, 


Üaüa, xab’ & èste memovyué- 
) náuyen Uadps oððév émel kal 


èr dvo Byer x 
vor. eB dyvoet 


1 Kirchhoff*: Zyov Enn., H-S 1, 
2 L, Kirchhoff*: £yo» wBxUCQ. 


1 Op. Aristotle Physics A 5. 188a27-30, though Plotinus is 
as asual very much adapting Aristotle's doctrine to his own 
sytəm and his own purposes. 

2 The referenos ie to Plato Tüwaovs 2707 DI. But thoro 
is nothing in Plato to suggest the interpretation given by 
Plotinus here, which is wholly based on his cwn doctrine that 
all perfect activity is contemplation, and that creation or 
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purposive thought: it is before consequential and 
purposive thinking; for all this comes later, reasoning 
and demonstration and the confidence [produced by 
them]. For since [the intelligible world-order] is 2 
principle, all these follow immediately and just as 
they do; and in this sense it is well said that we 
should not enquire into the reason why of a princi- 
and of a principle like this, the perfect one, 
h is the same as the goal; but that which is 
principle and goal is the whole all together and is 
without deficiency 

8. Who, then, will not. call heantiful that which is 
beautiful primarily, and as a whole, and everywhere 
as a whole when no parts fail by falling short in 
beauty? Certainly [one would not call beautiful) 
tha which is not as a whole heanty iteelf, hnt has a 
part of it, or not even any of it. Or if that is not 
beautiful, what else is? For that which is before 
it does not even want to be beautiful; for it is this 
which first: presents itself ta contemplation hy being 
form and the contemplation of intellect which is 
also a delight to see. For this reason Plato, wishing 
to indicate this by reference to something which is 
clearer relatively to anrselves, represents the Crafts- 
man approving his completed work, wishing to show 
by this how delightful is the beauty of the model, 
which is the Idea? For whenever soineone admires 
a thing modelled on something ele, he diveots his 
admiration to that on which the thing is modelled. 
But if he does not know what is happening to him, 
that is no wonder: since lovers also, and in general 


solom shuld be the spontaneous reflex of contemplation: 
this was fully expounded in the first part of the present work, 
TIT. 8, and applied to the creation of the universe in ch. 7 of 
this treatise. 
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1 wQ, Perna: om. BxUCL, H-5 1. 
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all the admirers of beauty here below, do not know 
that this is because of the intelligible beauty: for 
it is because of the intelligible beauty. Plato de- 
liberately makes It clear that he reférs the " was 
delighted " to the inodel by the words which follow: 
for he says, '' he was delighted, and wanted to make 
it still more like its model”, showing what the 
beauty of the model is like by saying that what 
originates from it is itself, too, beautiful because it 
is an image of the intelligible beauty: for, if that 
was nol transcendently beautiful with an overwhelm- 
ing beauty, what would be more beautiful than this 
visible universe? Those who blame it, then, do not 
do so rightly, except perhaps in so far as it is not the 
intelligible world, 

9. Let us then apprehend in our thought this visi- 
ble universe, with each of its parts remaining what it 
is without confusion, gathering all of them together 
into one as far as we can, so that when any one part 
appears first, for instance the outside heavenly 
sphere, the imagination of the sun and, with it, the 
other heavenly bodies follows immediately, and the 
earth and sea and all the living creatures are seen, 
as they could in fact all be scen inside a transparent 
sphere. Let there be, then, in the soul a shining 
imagination of a sphere, having everything within 
it, either moving or standing still, or some things 
moving and others standing still. Keep this, and 
apprehend in your mind another, taking away the 
mass: take away also the places, and the mental 
picture of matter in yourself, and do not try to 
apprehend another sphere smaller in mass than the 
iginal one, but calling on the god who made that 
of which you have the mental picture, pray him to 
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1 Harder, B-T: éAov Enn.” 
2 del. Kirchhoff*. 
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come. Andmay he come, bringing his own universe 
with him, with all the gods within him, he who is 
one and all, and each god is all the gods coming to- 
gether into one; they are different m their powers, 
bu: by that one manifold power they are all one; or 
rather, the one god is all; for he docs not fail if all 
become what he is; they are all together and each 
one again apart in a position without separation, 
possessing no perceptible shape—for if they did, one 
would be in one place and one in another, and each 
would no longer be all in himself —nor does each god 
have parts different from himself belonging to other 
gods than himself, nor is each whole like a power cut 
up which is as large as the measure of its parts. But 
this, the [intelligible] All, is universal power, extend- 
ing to infinity and powerful to infinity; and that god 
is so great that his parts have become infinite. For 
what place can we speak of where he is not there 
before us? This [visible] heaven is indeed great, 
and so are all the powers together within it, but it 
would be greater, even indescribably great, if there 
was not present with it a petty power of body. One 

f five and the other 


aN the: pow 


miglit certainly 
bodies great; but it is by mere inexperience of true 
power that they are imagined burning and destroying 
and crushing and working as servants for the produc- 
Lun uf living things. But these destroy, because 
they are destroyed, and help to generate because 
they are generated themselves; but the power in 
the intelligible world has nothing but its being and 
ils being beautiful. For where would ils beauty be 
if it was deprived of its being? And where would its 
reality be if it was stripped of its being beautiful? 
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1 Theiler: ofeeéa Enn.* 
* scripsimus: ý Enn. 
? coniecimus: dz" wBx! 


heiler. 
1 óm BN Vat., Creuzez. 
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For in deficiency of beauty it would be defective 
also in reality. For this reason being is longed for 
because it is the same as beauty, and beauty is 
lovable because it is being. Dui why should we 
enquire which is the cause of the other when both 
are one nature? This reality here below, which is 
not genuine, does indeed require a phantasm of 
beauty brought in from outside in order to appear 
and in any way to be beautiful, and it is beautiful 
in proportion as it has a share in the beauty which 
ording to form, and when it has it iL is more 
erfect the more of it it has: for it is more reality 
in so far as it is beautiful. 

10. For this reason Zeus, although the oldest 
among the gods whom he himself leads, advances first 
to the contemplation of this god, and there follow 
him the other gods and spirits and the souls who are 
capable of seeing these things. But he appears to 
them from some invisible place and dawning upon 
them from high illuminates everything and fills it 
with his rays, and dazzles those of them who are 
below, and they turn away unable to see him, as 
if he was the sun. Some endure him and gaze upon 
him, but others are troubled in proportion to thar 
distance from him. But all those who are able to 
see look at him and what belongs to him when they 
see; but each does not always gain the same vision, 
but one, gazing intensely, sees the source and nature 
of justice, another is filled with the vision cf moral 
integrity, not the kind which men have hcrc below, 
when they do have it (for this is some sort of imitation 


yth, which Plotinus 
. Plato Phaedrus 


1 Again a reference to the Plaedrus 
continues to interpret in what follows 
246EF. 
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1 Page, cum j 8¢ (lin. 16) coniungendum. 


? Kirchhoff*: abra; Enn. 
3 Theiler: xat óoov Enn.: ócov Kirchhoff*, 


1 follow Schwyzer hore in supplying 709 «aod dtes with 
Bé. After the soul has risen from the contemplation of the 
moral beauty in itself to that of the moral Forms (the starting- 
point of this contemplation in each individual case being 
differant) it finally arrives at the vision of the beauty of the 
intelligible world as a whole. 

? Here Plotinus seems to be thinking of men going up into 
the high desert which lies on each side of the valley of tho 
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of that other), but that glory over all, playing upon 
what we may call the whole extension of that world, 
is seen at the end by those who have already seen 
Imany clear visions, the gods individually and every 
one together, and the souls who scc everything in 
the intelligible world and originate from everything, 
so as to include everything themselves from the 
Deginning to Ube eud; and they arc there in the 
intelligible, in so far as they are naturally able to be 
there—but often the whole of them is there, when 
they are not divided. Zeus then sccs these things, 
and with him any one of us who is his l'ellow-lover, 
and finally he sees, abiding over all, beauty as a 
whole, by his participation in the intelligible beauty ; 
for it shines bright upon «ll and fills those who have 
come to be there so Wiat they Qoo become beautiful, 
as often men, when they go up into high places 
where the earth has a red-gold colour, are filled with 
that colour and made like that upon which they 
walked? But there iu the intelligible world Uie 
colour which blooms on the surface is beauty, or 
rather all is colour and beauty to its innermost part: 
for its beauty is not something different from itself, 
Ike a surface bloom. But those who do uot see ilie 
whole only acknowledge the external impression, 
but those who are altogether, we may say, drunk and 
filled with the nectar? since the beauty has pene- 


Nile and, as the Theologia. Aristotelis (VIII. 146. 26-9) and 
Bréhier in his Notice to the sreatise interpret it, becoming 
suffused with tho intenso light so that they lool the some 
colour as the red hills on which they walk (a less romantic 
oxplanation in torms of being covered with desert cust might 
also be possible but would be less appropriato to the context). 

3 Cp. Plato Symposium (the drunken Poros in the garden 
of Zeus, used for various allegorical purposes by Plotinus). 
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dy émbupuion de Srepov dv Betv, Ew adriv moie. 


« 


+ Gollwitzer: à Enn. 
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trated through the whole of their soul, are not 
simply spectators. For there is no longer one thing 
outside and another outside which is looking at it, 
but the keen sighted has what is scen within, al- 
though having it he for the most part does not know 
that he has it, and looks at it as if it were ontside 
because he looks at it as if it was something seen, 
and because he wants Lo luuk ab it. But one looks 
from outside at everything one looks at as a spectacle. 
But one must transport what one sees into oneself, 
and look at it as one and look at it as oncsclf, as if 
someone possessed by a god, taken over by Phoebus 
or one of the Muses, could bring about the vision of 
the god in himself, if he had the power to look at the 
god in himself. 

11. Further, oue of us, being unable Lo sec him- 
self, when he is possessed by that god brings his 
contemplation to the point of vision, and presents 
himself to his own mind and looks at a beautified 
image of himself; but then le dixuisses Uie image, 
beautiful though it is, and comes to unity with 
himself, and, making no more separation, is one and 
all together with that god silently present, and is 
with him as much as he wants to be aud cau be. 
But if he retums again to being two, while he 
remains pure he stays close to the god, so as to be 
present to him again in that other way if he turns 
again to him. In this turning Le has the advantage 
thal to begin with he sees himself, while he is 
different from the god; then he hastens inward and 
has everything, and leaves perception behind in his 
fear of being different, and is one in Wal higher 
world; and if he wants to see by being different, he 
puts himself outside. While he is coming to know 
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1 coniecimus: xel morm Enn: wal riareúmavra Kirchhoff, 
Miller: kal soc (Zxorra? Volkmann*: sal Kapóra) nlorn 


Harder: xai riore Cilento. 
? Theiler: mpotfee Enn.: vrap£e: suspic, Volkmann. 
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the god he must keep to an impression of him and 
form distinct ideas of him as he seeks him and dis- 
cem what he is entering into; and when he has 
learnt with confidence that it is into the highest 
blessedness, he must give himself up to what is 
within and become, instead of me who sees, an 
object of vision to another who contemplates him 
shining out with thoughts of the kind which come 
from that world. How then can anyone be in beauty 
without seeing it? If he sees it as something dif- 
ferent, he is not yct in beauty, but he is in it most 
perfectly when he Decumes il T£ therefore sight is 
of something external we must not hare sight, or 
only that which is identical with its object. This 
is a sort of intimate understanding and perception 
vf a self which is careful not to depart from itself by 
wanting to perceive too much. We must consider 
this also, that the perceptions of evils have more 
violent impacts, but produce less knowledge because 
it i driven vut by the impact, fur illness strikes our 
consciousness harder, but the quiet companionship 
of health gives us a better understanding of it; for 
it comes and sits by us as something which belongs 
Lo us, and js united Lo us. Mluess is sien aud noL 
our own, and therefore particularly obvious because 
it appears so very different from us. We have no 
perception of what is our own, and since we are like 
Unis we understand ourselves best when we have 
made our self-knowledge one with ourselves. In 
the higher world, then, when our knowledge-is most 
perfectly conformed to Intellect, we think we know 
noting because we are wailing for Uie expecieuce of 
sense-perception, which says it has not yet seen: 
and it certainly has not seen, and never will see things 
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éwpaxévar rókov dBivovra. kaAóv Kal mdvra 97) & 
abri yeyeryrdra cal dAvirov čyovra vij diva. ev 


dicleis yàp ols èyéva xai dyasÜdis r&v 


airĝ 
show karécye nmávra map aórQ ri» adrod Ket 
riv abraw dyAatay dopevicas: ó 9€ kadðv Óvrav 
ral eaddudvew v els Tò elow pepevnkórov uóvos 
2c ôv Maw Zeds naîs eebdvn cis rò ew. 
d$! of kal tardrov maiSds óvroc orv iSely olov 
26 elicávos twds aiirod, cos à marip ékeivos kal où 
pielvavres map’ abr dSeApot. ó Sè od dot pdr 
Mtv mapà cof) warpds elvat yàp det aro &Aov 
dup yeyawkit. addy, ds eréva raħoô- pnde 
yàp elu Bequeráv eixdva radiy pù elva: pire kañoô 
pýre odaíns. jupetrae 5x) cà åpyérvnov sravraxi* 
xal yàp Cuiv exer ral TÒ ris obaias. ws MUNUO, 
xal rò raos elvan, cis eee Exe è kal rò deb 


1 Tn these last two chapters the myths of Ouranos, Kronos 
ond Zeus are explained as symbelically referring to the Three. 
Ilypostases, the One, Intellect ond Soul. Plotinus does not 
often indulge in this sort of allegorization, and when he does 
itis somewhat tortured and he finds it difficult to be consisten. 
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like these. It is sense-perception which disbelieves, 
but it is the other one who sees ; and for him to 
disbelieve would be to disbelieve in his own existence: 
for he cannot after all put himself outside and make 
himself visible so as to look at himself with his bodily 
eyes 

"fa. We have explained how he can do this as an- 
other and how as himsclf. But when he secs, 
whether as another or as one who remains himself, 
what does he report? He reports that he has seen 
a god in labour with a beautiful offspring all of which 
he has brought to birth within hi nd keeping the 
children of his painless birth-pangs within himself; 
for he is pleased with what he has borne and de- 
lighted with his offspring and so keeps all with him 
in his enjoyment of his and their glory; all the others 
who arc beautiful, even more beautiful, have remained 
within and Zeus, one son alone of all, has appeared 
outsideJ From him, even though he is the youngest 
sn, une can sec as if fom a likeness of him how great 
his father is and the brothers who have remained 
with him. But he says that it was no: without purpose 
that hc came forth from his father; for his other 
m Lob 
ful, since it is an image of beauty; for it is utterly 
unlawful that there should be no beautiful image of 
beauty and reality. This image imitates its arche- 
type in every way: for it has life and what belongs to 
reality as a representation of it should, and it has 
its being beauty since it comes from that higher 
beauty; and it has its everlastingness in the way 


x inusL exist, whieh has come g besuti- 


For another rather confusing and fluctuating allegorization seo 
ILL. 5 On Love. 
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73 dvu- tarpre B ad ral rà els Odrepa dnd rob 
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dudoty yeréalas vj ve érepórr. js mpis Tò ãvw 
dsoronfjs ral ra didyorr: dad 700 per. adrdv mpis 
v6 kira Seow, pera£) dv marpis re dusivoves 
wal frroves vidos. GAN dme] d martp abr@ pet 
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proper to an image; otherwise [the intelligible 
universe] will sometimes have an image and some- 
times not—and this image is not the product of art, 
but every natural image waists as lung as ils arche- 
type is there. For this reason those are not right 
who destroy the image-universe while the intelligible 
abides, and bring it into being as if its maker ever 
planned to make il. For they do nul want to under- 
stand how this kind of making works, that as long 
as that higher reality gives its light, the rest of things 
can never fail: they are there as long as it is there; 
but it always was aud will be. We must use these 
[temporal] words because we are compelled to want 
to signify our meaning. 

13. The god therefore who is bound so that he 
abides the same, aud has conceded the government 
of this universe to his son—for it would not have been 
in character for him to abandon his rule in the in- 
telligible world and go seeking a later one because 
he had had enough of the beauties there—lets this 
world go and establishes his father in himself, ex- 
tending as far as him on the upper side; and on the 
other side he has established what begins with his 
son in the place after himself, so that he comes to be 
between the two, by the otherness of his severance 
from what is above, and by the bond which keeps 
him from what comes after him on the lower side; 
lie is between a better father and a worse son, But 
since his father was too great to be beauty, he re- 
mained primarily beautiful; soul is certainly beauti- 
ful, but he is more beautiful than soul, because soul 
has a trace of him and is naturally beautiful by 
reason of this, but still more beautiful when it looks 
to that which is above it. If then, to speak more 
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repov Myopev, kcal Ñ "AdipoBirs adi) kadń, ris 
Pedvos; d uiv ydp map! aire, récov dv ety 
Judvo; cl 83 map? Dov, mapà rivos duy wal rà 
énaxrév Kal rò ovuguès jj odolg aris kdMios 
ya; Éme rai, rov Kai abroi radoi, Tẹ arn 
elvai, aloxpod 88 èr’ dA perupalvovres dieu 
ral yurdboxovres uiv Eavrods Kadoi, alzypol è 
Ayienturess. dsl obv rdxeibev cb waders. Ep abe 
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endet be; 
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plainly, the Soul of the All is beautiful, that is 
Aphrodite is beautiful, what is Intellect}? For 
if Aphrodite’s beauty comes from herself, how great 
must that higher beauty be? But if it comes from 
another, from whom does Soul heve its beauty, that 
which comes to it from outside and that which 
belongs to its real nature? For when we ourselves 
are beautiful, it is by belonging to oursclvcs, but we 
are ugly when we change to another nature: when 
we know ourselves we are beautiful, but ugly when 
we are ignorant of ourselves. Beauty therefore is 
in that higher world and comes from there, Is what: 
we have said, then, enough to lead to a clear under- 
standing of the “ intelligible region ", or must we 
go back and take another way, like this 2? 

1 Plotinus likes to identify Aphrodite with Soul (cp. III. 5. 
Zi). But so far in this treatise Zeus has beer Soul, who 
leads the contemplation of Intellect (ch. 10) and comes out 
from the intelligible world to make the sease-world (ch. 12). 
Aphrodite manages to be daughter of Kronos as well as of. 
Ouranos in III. 5. 2. 15-90, and perhaps Plotinus is also 
thinking of her as daughter of Kronos (Intellect) here, and has 
dropped Zeus out of the allegory for the moment. 

? Por the “intelligible region” op. Plato Republie VIL 
KITRS. This sentence leads straight inta the heginning of V. 
5 and mekes it clear that the two treatises are parts of a single 
work. 
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Introductory Note 


‘Ts carly treatise, the fifth in Porphyry's chronological 
order, is the frst of Plotinus’s “ascents of the mind” 
from tho matorio world to Intellect; the One or Good 
is only mentioned incidentally in this treatise and the 
subject of its relation to Intellect is left for future develop- 
mont (chs. 2 and 14). ‘Tho object of the treatise is to 
display the true nature of Intellect, and to show how Soul 
and the material world in which our souls find themselves 
depend on it, and so to teach us to live in it as our tru» 
home. It stays fairly close to the traditional school. 
Platonism which Plotinus had inherited, but already shows 
clear evidence of his original development of the tradition, 
especially in his insistence throughout on the living unity 
of thought and the Forms in the Intellect which is also 
Being, and the clear indication in ch. 13 that souls and 
their virtues here below continue to belong to the higher 
world of Intellect which is everywhere, not spatially 
separated or out off from the lower world. The treatise 
gives the impression of having been rather hurriedly 
written: the later chapters are very summary in their 
treatment of Uie contents vf the wuld of Intellect, and 
tho last (ch. 14) is little more than a series of notes for 
further discussion. 
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Synopsis 

Three kinds of philosopher, Epicurean, Stoic and Pla- 
tonist: only the Platonist is capable of seeing and rising 
to the world of Intellect (ch. 1). The Platonic ascent of 
the mind from the derived beauty below to the original 
beauty above: should it stop at Intellect? (ch. 2). The 
nature of Intellect and the Forms in Intellect, and the 
necessity that they mnst exist, argned from the works of 
human and divino ert here below (ch. 3). Superiority of 
Intellect to Soul, and Soul's dependence on Intellect 
(ch. 4). The unity of thought and Forms in the living 
reality of Intellect (chs. 5-8). ‘The contents of the world 
of Intellect: it is a true intelligible universe containing 
everything which exists as form in the world of sense 
(but not, therefore, any defect or evil) (chs. 9-10). The 
arts considered and distinguished according to the degree 
to which they exist in tho intelligible world or derive thoir 
principles from it (ch. 11). If the Form of man and the 
intellectual arts are in the intelligible, then so must the 
universal Forms be which are the subject-matter of those 
arts; a quick glance at the problem of physical individuality 
(ch. 12). Soul and its excellences exist in both worlds: 
so everything which exists in the intelligible word is alse 


question of Forms of casual compounds aid 


putrefaction etc. (ch. 14). 
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1 This is a piece of stock Platonic school-polemic against 
Xpivureaus and Stoics, shoso lumpich fowl the Epioureans 
being as usual dismissed casually and scorafully, and tho 
Stoics treated rather more respectfully. The “greater 
oauty " to which the Stoics have deen urged on is of course 
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1. All men from the beginning, as soon as they are 
born, employ sense-perception before intellect and 
sense-objects are necessarily the first which they 
encounter. Some of them stay here and live 
through their lives considering these to be primary 
and ultimate, and since they consider what is painful 
and pleasant in them to be evil and good respec- 
tively, they think this is enough, and pass their lives 
pursuing the one and contriving to get rid of the 
other. And those of them who claim rationality 
make this their philosophy, like the heavy sort of 
birds who have taken much from the earth aud are 
weighed down by it and so are unable to fly high 
although nature has given them wings. Others 
have risen a little from the things below because the 
better part of their soul has urged them on from the 
pleasant to a greater beauty; but since they were 
unable to see what is above, as they have no other 
ground to stand on they are brought down, with the 
name of virtue. to practical actions and choices of 
the things below from which they tried to raise 
themselves at first.1 But there is a third kind of 
godlike men who by their greater power and the 
sharpness of their eyes as if by a special keen- 


virtue. For the Stoic doctrines of choice referred to here 
ep. SVF III 64 and 118, 
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1 For the Homeric allusions here and their significance see 
I. €. 8,n. 1. 

2 Plato's Phuedrus and Symposium aro here, as often, 
combined: op. Phaedrus 248D3-4 and Symposium 210B3-C8. 
For the possible passage from musician to lover and lover to 
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sightedness see the glory above and are raised to it 
as if above the clouds and the mist of this lower 
world and remain there, overlooking all things here 
helew and delighting in the tene region which is 
their own, like a man who has come home after long 
wandering to his own well-ordered country 

2. What, then, is this region? And how could one 
reach it? The man could reach it who is hy nature a 
lover and truly disposed to philosophy from the 
beginning, in travail over beauty, since he is a lover, 
not enduring the “ beauty of body " but escaping 
from it up to the “ beauties of soul, virtues and kinds 
of knowledge and ways of life end laws” 2; and 
again he ascends to the cause of the beauties in soul, 
and again to anything there may be beyond this, 
till he comes to the ultimate which is the first, which 
is heautiful of itself. When he has arrived there he 
ceases from his travail, but not before. But how will 
he ascend, and where will his power come from, and 
what reasoning will guide this Love on his way? 
This one: this beauty which rests on bodies comes 
to the bodies from clscwherc; for these beauties 
are forms of bodies which rest upon them as if on 
their matter. At any rate what underlies them 
changes, and becomes ugly instead of beautiful. Its 
beauty comes by participation, then, our reasoning 
says. What then is it which makes a body beautiful? 
In one way it ic the presence of beauty, in another 
the soul, which moulded it and put this partieular 
form in it. Well, then, is the soul beautiful of 
itself? No, itis not. For [if it was] one soul would 


philosopher in Plotinus op. I. 3. 1-2 (Plotinus in these chapters 
does not simply identify the lover and the philosopher as he 
does in this earlier treatise). 
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not be wise and beautiful and another stupid and 
ugly. So beauty in the soul comes by wisdom. 
And what is it, then, which gives wisdom to the soul? 
Intellect, necessarily, an intellect which is not somc- 
times intellect and sometimes unintclligent, but the 
true Intellect. This, then, is beautiful of itself. 
Should we then stop at Intellect as the First, or 
must we go beyoud Intellect, and dues Intellect 
stand from our point of view in front of the first 
principle, as if in the porch of the Good,? proclaiming 
to us all that is in it, like an impression of it in 
greater multiplicity while the Good remains allu- 
gether in one? 

3. We must consider the nature of this Intellect, 
which our reasoning tells us is the genuine reality 
and true substance, when we have liist confirmed by 
following a different course that something of the 
sort must exist. It is perhaps ridiculous to enquire 
whether there is intellect in the world; though there 
are, it may be, people who would dispute even this. 
But it is more disputable if it is the sort of Intellect 
we say it is, and if it is a separate one, and if it is 
the real beings and if the nature of the Forms is 
there: this is our present subject. We certainly 
see that all the things that are said to exist are 
compounds, and not a single one of them is simple; 
[this applies to] each and every work of art, and all 
Wings compounded by nature. Tor the works of 
art have bronze or wood or stone, and they arc not 
brought to completion from these until each art 
makes one a statue. another a bed, and another a 
house by putting the form which it has iu them. 


1 Cp. Plato Philebus 6401. 
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àv sip, 73 82 Sep, à 82 dpa. kal yv yeréadas, 
ròs B popàs ralras wap! dou jew. coro 

30 82. elvat gh: oyip BÈ añ kal. emi rois rérpact 
iy káopov popiju ovar: rary 88 vofie xopiydv 
rév Mya yeyovévat, Bomep kal raís vv reynir» 
yoyats mapà rw Texudy rudy ely uò evepyety 
Déyous: voby 88 dv mèr die elBos cie iuis, và» 
tarà Thy poppi, «àv Sè cv Ty poppy napéyovra 

26 bs mdr morri 708 diBpiducos, d enduro. anmdpyer, 
ESBwow. eyyds pèr difelos, & Boc: poxi à 
Bi rò opa. Béyerac, eco. i9 al. pphpara. 


1 Plotinus seems to have loft out the matter which is in- 
formed or the elements brought together under the form ia 
this phrase, though they appear in the example which follows. 
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And again you will be able to resolve the things put 
together by nature, those of them which are multiple 
compounds and are called compositions, into the 
form imposed on all the clements of the composi- 
tion!: man, for instance, into soul and body, and 
the body into the four elements. And when you 
have found that each of the elements is a compound 
of matter and what forms it—for the matter of the 
elements is in itself formless—you will enquire from 
where the form comes tothe matter. And then again 
you will enquire whether the soul is one of the simple 
entities, or whether there is something in it like 
matter and something like form, the intellect in it, 
one intellect being like the shape on the bronze, and 
the other like the man who makes the shape in the 
bronze. And onc will transfer these same obser- 
vations to the whole universe, and will ascend there 
also to Intellect and suppose it to be the true maker 
and craftsman, and will say that the underlying 
matter receives the forms, and part of it becomes 
fire, and part water, and part air and earth, but that 
these forms come from another: end this other is 
soul; then again that soul gives to thc four clements 
the form of the universe, but Tutelleet provides it 
with the forming principles, as in the souls of artists 
the forming principles for their activities come from 
their arts; and that one intellect is like the form of 
the soul, the onc which pertains to its shape, but the 
other is the one which provides the shape, like the 
maker af the statue in whom everything that he gives 
exists. The things which Intellect gives to the soul 
are near to uth; but those which budy receives are 
already images and imitations 


Some editors supply phrase to make up the deficiency, but 
Plotinus is quite capablo of such an omission. 
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£ Aà rh ofv Set ent yoyi dwévai, GA oùk 
aùrìv eva riðeoðu rò mpôrov; ij mpdrov pèv 
vois puys érepov kal kpetrrow TÒ BE Kpetriey 
dice tpGrov. où yàp 87, ds oiovrar, ywx) votv 
Tehecletaa yevvi* rev yàp Tò Suvdper evepyela 
Zorat, pi) 708 eis dvépyeiav dyovros airiov óvros ; 
el yàp Kara Tóyqv, evdéxerar pù éAbety els èv- 
dpyew. Bid À? rà mpdiza evepyelq riBeoBar 
kat àmpoobe& ual réAe: ta bé dreMj torepa 
dn? éxetvov, redewtpeva B6 map! adrdv dv 
yeyeveqkóram dixny marépw TerCOovyTO, à karap- 
xàs dredq èyéoav: kal evar uev Dy mpos TÒ 
mrodfjoav rò mpárov, elr ari» Eupoppov åroreheîo- 
Oar. eb B6 Bi] ral eurabls pur, Sef Sé m arabes 


xoówp dnoNetra—Bet m mpå 


ebami) mávra. 
defi eua ral eÈ Pv rapp Yueh, e7ds 8 Bel 
mi edopov elvat, kal rari mpd yuxiis Bet vc elvat 
el yàp Tò ev xdopy 76 èv oóparı kal gy, odBev 
raùròv uevei** Gore ävðpwnos Kal mdvres Adyur 
od diSior oùðè of abrol. Kat bre uiv voüv mpé 
Vries dva Bet, èr rovraw kal e dw aov 
dv ris Üecopijuev. 


1 Dodds (Select Passages 15), Harder: pére: Enn." 


ON INTELLECT, THE FORMS, AND BEING 


4. Why, then, must we go on up when we have 
reached the level of soul, and not suppose that it is 
the first reality? First of all, Intellect is other and 
better than soul: but the better is naturally the 
first. For certainly soul does not when it is made 
perfect generate intellect, as they thinkt; for in 
what way will the potential heeame aetnal, if there 
is no cause to bring it to actuality? For if it happens 
by chance, there is a possibility of ils nol coming Lo 
actuality. So we must assume that the first realities 
are actual and without deficiencies and perfect; but 
the imperfect ones come after and derive from the 
first, being perfected by their begetters as fathers 
perfect their originally imperfect offspring: and we 
must assume that soul is matter to the first reality 
which makes it and is afterwards given shape and 
perfected. . But certainly if soul is a thing subject 
to affections, but there must be something not cub 
ject to being affected—otherwise everything will be 
destroyed by time—there must be something before 
soul. And if soul is in the universe, but there must 
be something outside the universe, in this way too 
there must be something before soul. For if what 
is in the universe is what is in body and matter, 
nothing will remain the same: so that man and the 
other rational forming principles will no: be eternal 
or the same. One can see then from these and many 
other arguments that there mus: be an intellect 
before soul. 


1“ They ” are the Stoics: op. IV. 7. 8%. 8-9 aad for the 
Stoic doctrine attacked here SV. 1, 374,377; 11, 835-7, 839. 


295 


EAD V. 9. 


PLOTINUS: 

5. Aet Bè votv AapBdvew, etmep ènadnheńaopev 

cQ dvdpare, pù rv Burdyer pndé vóv e£ ddpovivis 
els vov éMóvra—ei 88 pý, dňov náv ad mpd 
adro8 Enrpoopev—dddd ròv evepyeta kal del voôv 
Spes el Bè ph dnanròv Tò dpovev iye, em 
voei, wap” aóroó vod kal ef vi exer, map! aŭro 
dye. el 88 map’ avroð kal e£ abroo voc, aùrós 
onv å voei. el yàp 7 piv otola adrod dn, à BE 
voe? érepa. abrod, abr ý obota aðroð évéqros čorar 
kal Suvduet, obr évepyela ad. où yoporéov obv 
10 od8erepor dd Barépov. os Bi djpiv dad rv rap’ 
juv Kixeta vais émuoias ywpitew. v olv 
deed xul ri voci, Mes èreîvu atl È vuc? Cs 

4 Xov dm vols äv dures va? rà dvra kal 
Sdlornow. čorw dpa vra. Ñ yàp érépwbi dero. 
15 avrà vorfoer, Ù èv adr dis adróv övra. érépeof pèv 
ody dðúvarov: mod yáp; adrév dpa kal & adrQ. 
o8 yàp Bj & rots aloOnrots, Somep olowras. rd yàp 
aparov ikasrov où rò alcÜnróv. rà yàp év abrois 
elBos. éni i eiSwdov dvros, wav re elBos èv Bw 
map! Mov els excivo fpyerar ad dorm ciedy 
20 èxeivov. ef òè Kai rornripy det vas rode Tod 


296 


ON INTELL 


T, TIIE FORMS, AND BEING 


5. But if we are to use the word in its true sense, 
we must take this intellect to be, not that in poten- 
tiality or that which passes from stupidity to intelli- 
geuct—otherwise we shall have te look for anutler 
intellect before it but that which is actually and 
always intellect. But if it does not have its thinking 
from outside, then if it thinks anything it thinks it 
from itsclf and if it has anything it has il from itsclf. 
But if it thinks from itself and derives the content 
of its thought from itself, it is itself what it thinks. 
For if its substance was other [thar its thinking] and 
the things which it thought were other Han itself, 
its substance would itself be unintellectual: and. 
again, potential, not actual, Therefore one must 
not be separated from the other. But it is our 
habit, derived from the things in our world, to 
separate the things of that higher world in our 
conceptions of them. What then is its active 
actuality and its thinking, that we may assume it 
itself to be what ib thinks? It is clear thet, being 
Intellect, it really thinks the real beings and estab- 
lishes them in existence. It is, then, the real beings. 
For it will cither think them as being somewhere 
clse, or in itself as being itself. Now elsewhere is 
impossible: for where could it be? It thinks, there- 
fore, itself and in itself. For what it thinks is 
certainly not in the realm of sense-perception, as 
they supposc. Por cach aud every primary reality 
is not what is perecived by the senses: for the form 
on the matter in the things of sense is an image of 
the real form, and every form which is in something 
else comes lu il frum sumetbing else aud is a like- 
ness of that from which it comes. But also, if there 


1 The Stoics again: op. SVF II 88. 
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mavrás, où rà èv cQ urjmo Bv7 obros vorjoct, ba 
abrà moi. mpd 708 kéopov dpa Set evar éxciva, 
od rórovs dd érépam, dA Kal dpyérurra Kal mpó- 
Ta ical voi odofav. ef òè Myous drjcovmw dpkeiv, 
diBlows Sider: el Bé alSious xoi dmabels, èv vB 
Bei elvat cal votorqi kal. aporépqo eews kal púa- 
ews Kul duyijs: Serdues yàp raóra. J voUs dpa rà 
čvra övros, oby old gorw Mo vow" où yép 
eorw obre npò airod obre per aŭróv: dà olov 
vouobérns mpôros, padhor Bé véos arðs rw 
dva. dpids pa rà yàp abrd voctr dori ve 
kai elvai xa } rv dvev BAgs emeorHpy 
vadróv cQ mpdypare Kal rà Qpavràv či 
odpny ds êv idv dri wat af dvapriocs Š- 
onc yàp Ew vd dere ol? èv réme, pdvee 88 
del dv abrots perafoiy oUB2 pbopiv Boyipers Bà 
wal derus Dea. Ñ yoyvópeva wal dolere 
exact ypioera TQ der, ral oder deba 
AX deco zò dv Borat. rà piv 8) alaInrd 
pebéber erry & Nyera ris droxeerns discas 
poppie loxolons dolar clay yadleds ware. 


* Cp. Plato Timaeus 2803-4 (the famous and much umd 
text abcut the difficulty of finding ` the maker and father of 


this All) 
2 Again a Platonic criticism of Stoic doctrine: ep. SYF II 
1013 p. 302, Arnim. 


3 The name “ lawgiver ” for Intellest may be taken from 
Numenius: op. fr. 13 Des Places (22 Leemans), where it is 
need at his separa God or Demiurge. whom Numenius by the 
use of this name may be consciously trying to identify with 


the God of the Jews. 
4 An excellent example of how Plotinus collects texts fram 
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must be a “ maker of this All”, he will not think 
what is in the not yet existent universe in order to 
make it. The objects of his thought must exist 
before the universe, not impressions from other 
things but archetypes and primary end the substance 
of Intellect. But if they are going to say that 
rational forming principles arc cnough, they must 
clearly be eternal; but if they are eternal and not 
subject to affections, they must be in Intellect, and 
in an intellect of this kind, one which is prior to 
condition and nature and soul: for these are poten- 
tial? Intellect therefore really thinks the real 
beings, not as if they were somewhere for they 
are neither before it nor after it; but it is like the- 
primary lawgivor? or vather is iec the law of 
being. So the statements are correct that ' thinking 
and being are the same thing " and “ knowledge of 
immaterial things is the same as its object ” and I 
scarched myself” (as one of the teal beings); so 
also are " recollections " 4; for no one of the real 
beings is outside, or in place, but they remain always 
in themselves and undergo no alteration or destruc- 
tion: that is why they are truly rcal, If they come 
into being and perish, they will have their being 
from outside themselves, and it will not any more be 
they, but that being which will be reality. The 
objects of sense are whet they are called by partici- 
pation, since their underlying nature receives its 
shape from elsewhere: bronze, for instance, from 


carlicr philosophers of very varied significance in their original 
contexts to support his own doctrine: op. Pacuenides fr. B 3 
Diels; Aristotle De Anima T 4. 430a3-4 and 7. 43lal-2; 
Heraclitus fr. B 101 Diels; and (e.g.) Plato Phaedo 72E5-6, 
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evBpiavromourts at údov mapà recrovucis. Bà 
elBáAew rhs reams el abrd lodons, ris òè 
adyune adrfje Hen Bye ev rarr werodons kal 
adv d åvõpidvra ral iMvqv exodons. btw V) 
povero 
perdyor črepa adrav Beikvvor rà Sura, dxpeara py 
bora exciva, adrd Bè rpemducva, Bpupiva te es? 
sav, ob rórou Sedpeeva- oò yàp peyely> voepav 
88 Kat adrdpey éavrots óndoraow kyovra. sopé- 
Twv yàp dicis adiecta, map’ GAAov UA, vuds à€ 
dvéyow Ücvpaorj) dice. rà map! aórv mirrovra, 
ómrov isp abrés ob lyre. 

6. Noü: pèv 6} gorw cà dyra, kal mdvra iv 
abr ody òs & Témy Üyov, áX ds abràv iav 
xal &v dv adrois. mávra 8 pod exe? kal obdey 


rror Siaxenpystve. ered wal jug pod oven 
moddds emorhuas èv éavri oùðèv &ye cvyreyvpé- 
vov, kal éedorn apdrre. Tò avre, drav bén, cà 
ounedécouen rds Das, vinuo 82 fenaray eae 
piv evepyet èx má». bSov ad vonpáraw Keer. 
ojos ov Kai Tod páXov 6 vos eorw óuo 
ndvra kai ad ody duo8, őr xaorov Bévapus la. 
S82 mas vois mepulyer diomep yévos eli) kal Somep 


1 An interesting combination of Aristotle, Plato, ard 
Plotinus's own views on art, Examples of craftemen, ospo- 
cially sculptors, are frequently used by Aristotle when dis- 
cussing causation: cp. e.g. Physics B 1-8. The “ true bed” 
(the Form cf bed) comes from Plato Republic X 597C3. But 
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the art of sculpture and wood from the art of car- 
pentry, the art passing into them through an image, 
but itself remaining in self-identity outside matter 
and possessing the true statue or bed.t his is also 
true of [natural] bodies; and this All shows by its 
participation in appearances that the reel beings 
are other than they; the real beings are unchanging, 
but the appearances change, the real beings are 
set firm on themselves and need no place: for they 
are not magnitudes; they have an intelligent exis- 
tence sufficient to themselves. For the nature of 
bodies wants to be preserved by somcthing clsc, but 
Intellect upholds by its wonderful nature the things 
which fall down by themselves, and does not look 
for a place to be set in. 

6. Let it be granted, then, that Intellect 1s the 
real beings, possessing them all not as if [they were 
in it] as in a place, but as possessing itself aad being 
one with them. “ All things are together " ? there, 
and none the less they are separate. For even soul 
has many kinds of knowledge in it but does not 
contain any confusion, and each kind of knowledge 
does its own work ? when the need arises without 
dragging in the others along with it, and each indi- 
vidual thought is clear of the other thoughts which 
remain within the mind when it comes into activity. 
In this way, and much more than this, Intellect is 
all things together and also not together, because 
each is a special power. But the whole Intellect 


it isonly in Plotinus that the act of the human artist possesses 
the truo Forme: op. V. 3. 1, n. 1 (p. 241). 

2 The phrase is taken from Anazegoras fr. D 1 Diels. 

3 78 cà. abrod modzrew is Plato’s concise dednition of justice 
lin city and soul): cp. Republic IV 433A-B. 
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Brov pdpy. wat af rów emepuárow 82 Bwrduew 
cicdva Gépovar roô Aeyopévow: èv yàp 7 So 
Bidkeprra srávra, xal of Adyou diomep év él kévrpar 
kal ds} lonw dddos óbahuoô, adMos B yeipav 
Myos rò drepos tice mopà cab yevopévov da? 
aòroô alcbyrod ywwobe’s, ai pèv ob & rois 
arepuacr buwvdpers éxdory, adr». Myos ely Dus 
perà rv ev ating épmepreyoudroov pepôv Tò pè 
owparixdy Dey exet, olor door óypóv, airs Bé 
clós dor. rò dov Kal Adyos ó ajrós üv duyis 
eBew r yewarre, Ñ eor iadya buys Gdns 
kpetrrovos. bow Bé twes airy óvopátovow viv 
èv vois. omépuamw, Ñ éxeifev dppnbeioa ámà rà» 
mp6 adris, Gomep èk mupós bas, fJorpupe Te rul 
eudphaice rip öy oix Blodoa odè ruis mov- 
OpAXjrots oxAelars xpopévy, boða Bi râ 
Ayaw. 

7. Ai Bè mortuos év Puy Moyi oBeae of pi» 
càv aloOyrdr—el Bef èmorýpas rover Myem, 
mpémer Bà aras à rs Báfqe Sinpra—Borepar v 
devenu) duni eiedies Cab rbsdkuts Sin dE 
vonróv, oi ù kal dvros. émeríuai, apd vo el; 
Joyuchy Puyiy Aopoa alabyrdv pv od8tv vootov 


wabécor 82 elow emorhuat, elow adrà xacra & 


cl 


1 enl de (nihilominus) coniecimus: «ai domep Em 
Kirchhoff*. 


1 An allusion to the Stoie doctrine from which Plofinus 
develops his own view of naturo, the lowest immanent form 
of soul, fully expounded in the first chapters of III. 8; ep. 
STF 11543. 
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encompasses them as a genus does its species and a 
whole its parts. The powers of seeds give a likeness 
of what we are talking about: for all the parts are 
undistinguished in the whole, and their rational 
forming principles are as if in one central point; 
and all the same there is one principle of the eye and 
another of the hand, known from the sense-object 
which is produced by it to be distinct, As for the 
powers in the seeds, then, each of them is one whole 
formative principle with the paris included in it; 
it has the corporeal as ils maller, for instance all 
which is moist in the seed, but is itself form as a 
whole and a formative principle which is the same 
as the form of soul which produced it, which is the 
likeness of another better soul. Some people call 
the soul in the seed ^ nature ",* which starts from 
above, from the principles before it, like light from 
fire, and flashes out and shapes the matter, not push- 
ing it or using all that levering they keep on talking 
about,? but giving it a share in its forming principles. 
7. But as for the kinds of knowledge which exist 
in a rational soul, those which are of sense-objects— 
if one ought to speak of “ kinds of knowledge ” of 
these; " opinion " i really the suitable name for 
them—are posterior to their objects and likenesses 
of them; but those which are of intelligible objects, 
which are certainly the genuine kinds of knowledge, 
come from Intellect to rational soul and do not think 
any sense-object; but in so far as they are kinds of 
knowledge, they arc cach and all of the active objects 
2 This seems to be an allusion to stock and often repeated 
Epicurean objections to the divine creation of ths physical 
universe, for an example of which see Cicero De Natura 
Deorum 18. 19, which may be paraphrased ` Where did God 

get his construction machinery and labour force from?” 
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vooûor, Kal évboÜev ró re vonrov jv Te vónow 
dyovow, öre d voüs &Boy—4 dorm abrd rà mpüra— 
cwvóv aŭro dei kai evepyela $mápycow Kai oUk 
eriPd Mew di còr xwv 3) èruerópevos 1) SrekoBer- 
aw où mpoxeyepiopéva—fuyiis yàp rara mábg— 
GW čornkev & adr duod rávra öv, où vońoas, 


W Smoorfon čkasta. où yáp, óc èvénoe bedr, 


dòs éyévero, oúðé, Sre évónoe Kivnow, kios 
èpévero. SOev rai 75 héyew vohoeis, rà din, d 
otras Myerat, de. ereids) evinae. 143¢ evevero Ñ 
dort 76Be, obk ópÜüs: rars yàp Tis vojcews 
mobrepov Bet 76 vooduevov elvai. ù nôs äv Aba 
Gri rò vody abrd; où yàp 89 arà overoyiwv 
oiBé eneBader elici. 

8. El oft ý vónors évdvros, exctvo rò clBos rò 
dv: kal dj Wee adr. ri ov Toôro; voôs «ol $ 
voepa odaía, od érépa rod vod éxdorn béa, GAY 
Exdory vois. xal Eos pèv d vobis rà wdvra er, 
čxaorov 8¢ elBos voüs čraoros, ds ù d èmorýpn 
và návra Peupripiara, écaorov òè pépos THs SANS 
oly dis Bvaxexpuadvov rér, yov 82 Blvapgav rao- 
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which they think, and they have from within them 
the object of thought and the thought, because 
Intellect is within, which is the actual primary reali- 
ties, and always keeps company with itself and exists 
in actuality and does not seek to apprehend its ob- 
jects as if it did not have them or was trying to obtain 
them, or was going through them diseursively as if 
they were not ready to hand betore any discursive 
process—these are experiences of soul—but it stands 
firm in itself, being all things together, and does not 
think each thing in order to bring it into existence. 
For il is nol true that when it thought a god, a god 
came into existence or when it thought motion, 
motion came into existence. It is, then, incorrect 
to say that the Forms are thoughts if what is meant 
by this is that when Intellect thought this particu- 
lar Form came into existence or is this particular 
Form; for what is thought must be prior to this 
thinking [of a particular Form]. Otherwise how 
would it come to thinking it? Certainly not by 
chance, nor did it happen on it casaally.! 

8. If, then, the thought [of Intellect] is of what is 
within it, that which is within it is its immanent 
form, and this is the Idea. Whal then is this? 
Intellect and the intelligent substence; each indivi- 
dual Idea is not other than Intellect, but each is 
Intellect. And Intellect as a whole is all the Forms, 
and each individual Form is an individual intellect, 
as the whole body of knowledge is all its theorems, 
but each theorem is a part of the whole, nol as being 
spatially distinet, but as having its particular power 


1 An important early indication of the sense in which 
Plotinus accepts the common Middle Platonist doctrine that. 
the forms are the “ thoughts of God”. 
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Tov èv 7G dlw. forw ov obros ó voðs ev cbr 


Kal éyow éavróv èv ńovyíąg xápos del. el piv 


obv mpoenevoeiro 6 vols mpórepos 709 évros, ee 
abv vob Myew evepyfoavra kal vorjoavra. dnote- 
Meat eal pesijin rd. Avra: Smell Bd sd du cot pet 
mpoemwody dvéyi, dyeetoÜae Set cibeobos ev TG 
vootvr rè dvra, rhv 88 èvépyeiav kal thv vónow 
émi rots oðow, olov émi sop iB riw roô mupis 
&vépyeiaw, ty by dura àv vom ep? énvrois b 
&dpyeav abray. dori B6 kal 73 dv čvépyera pia 
of» dudit» évipyei. pov Sè rà dude &w. pia 
par obo picis cd re dy d e vot Bid weal rå dere 
Kal ý 708 övros evépyeta Kal ó vos ó rowsros* xal 
af oSre vorjoes rd eos wal j pops] ro Svros wat 
dj évépye. émwoctral ye piv uepitopévom. 06° 
due Üdrepo. apd cds érépav. repos yàp Š 
pepüjow voüs, ò 88 dpépwros kai ui) pepiwy và 
ov kai Ta mávTa. 

9. Tha otv dor: rà èv dl và, d voovres pepi- 
Comer pets; Set yàp arà jpsuoüvra. popper, 


olov 2 emorhuns ev dà clone emBewpelv mà 


Srdvra. ndcpov 8} roUBe Svros Chou meprertiroô 
bow éd rai map’ Nov Syovros và elvai Kel 
ToGe elvan, nap’ ob Bé éorw eis voôv dvayopévos, 
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in the whole. This Intellect therefore is in itself, 
and since it possesses itself in peace is everlasting 
fullness! If then Intellect was thought cf as pre- 
ceding bemg, we should have to say that In:ellect by 
coming to active actuality in its thinking perfected 
and produced the real beings; but since we must 
think of being as preceding Intellect, we must 
assume that the real beings have their place in the 
thinking subject, and that the active actuality of 
thinking is in the real beings, as the active actuality 
of fire is in fire already existing, in order that they 
may have Intellect in its unity in Liem as their 
active actuality. But being is active actuality: so 
both have one active actuality, or rather both are 
one thing. Being and Intellect are therefore one 
natu so therefore are the real beings and the 
active actuality of being and Intellect of this kind; 
and the thoughts of this kind are the form and shape 
of being and its active actuality. But they are 
thought of by us as one before the other beczuse they 
are divided by our thinking. For the dividing 
intellect is a different one, but the undivided Intellect 
which does not divide is being and all things. 

9. What then are the things in the one Intellect 
which we divide in our thinking? For they are in 
repose, but we must bring them forward, as one 
examines in order the contents of a unified body of 
knowledge. Since this universe is certainly a living 
being containing all living beings and deriving its 
being and its being as il is frum another, and the 
origin of that from which it derives is traced back to 


2 For the carious mythological etymology implied here and 
the Platonic reminiscence which lies behind it se» V. 1. 4, 
n. 1 (p. 23). 
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dvayxatoy kal dy vĝ 1. dpyérvmov dv elvan, xol 
sopor voyréy To0rov ròv vob» elvai, by now ó 
IlA£eoe "de cQ $ den Teo.” ds yàp rros 
Jdyov Lov uds, očons 8 kal BAqs ris rèv Myov 
Ov cmepporiv Se£upiviis, dvdyi Giov yevéoBer, 
adv udrév Tpómov xol pdoews voepás Kul wavSw- 
s, unòevds 


dpow obeys xul oùðevòs Duipyor 
dvros peradd rovrov nut roô Šfaobas Buvopévoo, 
dvdys rà pèv xoupeqOqvat, Tò 88 xaopfoas. xal rò 
pèv koouUév exer Tò Qos pepepwpevor, dAAuxod 
dvÓporrov al åMayoô ÑNov Tò 9 èv él avra. 

10. "Oca. piv oiv ds ein & v alofyrá eon, 
aðra ékeiÜew: doa ðè uý, oU. Bid r&v Tapa 
diow ov éorw ère? or, Somep ob8¢ rv magà 
adip čoriv èv ais régvaus, o¥8€ èv rots omépuam 
godela: nodar BP dela ý S} de 58 pedes dd 
xpaxjcavros Aéyou, 4 88 ee més Mpm c09 cious. 
kal roidrqres 81) obuduvor xt roodrnres, dpifot 


1 Cp. Plato Timaeus 3988; there is an allusion above (ine 4) 
to 33B2-3. 

2 The doctrine of Plotinus in this chapter differs from that 
of Plato, whose dialogues contain many allusions to Forms of 
iegativi, defect and evil (scc the full discussion in W. D. Rese 
Plato's Theory of Ideas (Oxford 1951) 167-9, where references 
are given to the passages where Forms of this kind are mea- 
tioned), What Plato meant by asserting their existence, and 
how they are ta be fitted in with other aspects of his Theory. 
of Forms, we yuestivus which have often puzzled ancient and 
modern commentators. J. N. Findlay makes most interesting 
philosophical sense of Forma of this kind, and contrasts 
Plato’s doctrine on this point with that of Plotinus, to Platc's 
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Intellect, its whole archetype must necessari 
in Intellect, and this Intellect must be an intelligible 
universe, which Plato says exists in “ the absolute 
hving being .' For just as, if there exists the 
rational forming principle of a living creature, and 
the matter which receives the seminal forming prin- 
ciple, the living creature must necessarily come into 
being, im the same way also when an intelligent and 
all-powerful nature exists and nothing hinders it, 
since there is nothing between it and what is able to 
receive it, it is necessary that one should be formed 
into the order and beauty of the universe and the 
other should form it. And that which is formed into 
the universe has its form divided, man in one place 
and the sun in another; but the forming nature has 
all things m one. 

10. All the things, then, which exist as forms in the 
world of sense come from that intelligible world; 
those which do not, do not. Therefore none of the 
things which are contrary to nature are there, just 
as there are none of the things which are contrary 
to art in the arts, and there is no lameness in seeds.” 
(Congenital lameness of the feet occurs when the 
forming principle does not master [the matter], 
accidental lameness by damage to the form.) There 
are certainly [in the intelligible world] qualities 
which harmonize [with nature] and quantities, and 
numbers and dimensions and relations, and actions 


advantage: Plato: The Written and Unwritten Doctrines 
(Lcndon 1974) 41-5 and 374-5. The Middle Platonists 
generally denied the eaistence of such Forms (op. Aloimous 
[Albinus] Didaskalikos IX), and Plotinus is simply following 
the common opinion of the schoo! (which he very often does 
not). 
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re kal ueyéby xal oxdacis, moujoess re Kab meiveis 
at xarà dow, xwíjaes re kai ardseis kabóňov Te 
xai èv pépet rav exe’. ávrl öè póvov a&óv. à 86 
10 rómos ère? voepôs Tò Ao ev dw. exe? uev odv 
Spo mávraw dvreav, d rı dv Mfgs abr, obota raè 
voepd, wal Cofjs Exacrov peréyov, xal radràv kal 
Üdrepov, kal kívyows Kal ordos, kal kwospevoy 
kal éordés, kal ojaía kal roidv, wal ndvra odeia 
15 kal yàp evepyela, ob Suvdper 75 bv čkaorov: are 
où Keyesporar 7ò rowdy éxdorns ololas. dp” of 
piva rà èr mB aloOyr® ene?, Ñ} nal dru wàelw; 
dX mpórepov mepl rw Kara réyvg» oxemréov: 
ako) yàp obdevds: rò yàp kakov évrabfa èg 
éybeías Kai arepricews Kai Mepews, ral tgs 
20 árvyoons dos kal rob By dpowopévov. 

11. Ta ody ward reyv kal ud réyvar; Ty B) 
veyváv boa pupnricad, ypaduciy piv «al dvBpiavro- 
moa, ópyqeís re Kal yepovopla, évrabÜd mov 
Thv oboracw haBodou al alofyrá mpooypcpevar 

5 napaĝeiypori kal. pupoúpevar elo) te Kal rwhoes 
rds ce ovuperplas ds Spor peraribetoa ote 
v eixórcos ere? dváyowro, ei wù v dvOpdirrov Myq. 
el dé ris Eis de nie mepi rà La ovuperpias Gus * 

1 Harder: Gay wBUC2: épov R: pov J. 
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and experiences which are according to nature, and 
both universal motion and rest and the motion and 
rest of parte of the intelligible. But thre is cternity 
instead of time. And place there exists in the 
intellectual mode, the presence of one thing in 
another. There, then, since all things are together, 
whichever you take of them ic substance and intelli- 
gent, and each shares in life, and is same and other, 
and motion and rest, and in motion and al rest, and 
substance and quality, and all of them are substance, 
For each real being is actual, not potential: «o Ihat 
the quality of each substance is not separated from 
it. Are there, then, in the intelligible world only 
‘the things which are in the sense-world or are there 
others over and above them? But we must first 
enquire abant works of art: for there is no Form 
of Evil; since evil here is the result of want and 
deprivation and failure and is a misfortune of matter 
and of that which becomes like matter. 

11. Are the works of art and the arts there, then? 
As for all the imitative arts, painting and sculpture, 
dancing and mime, which are in some way composed 
af elements from this world and usc a model perceived 
by sense and imitate the forms and movements and 
transpose into their own terms the proportions which 
they see, it would not be reasonable to trace them 
hack to the intelligible world except as included iu 
che forming principle of man. But if any artistic 
skill starts from the proportions of [incividnal] living 


? On substance and quality in the intelligible world oce the 
much fuller discussion in the treatise On Substance, or on 
Quality (IL. 6; ep. also VI. 2. 14 and the very thorough 
investigation of the whole subject in Klaus Wurm Substanz 
vnd Qualität (Berlin-New York 1973). 
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Eder emoxonotro, pópiov dv el Buvdpecos ris rå- 
Kå emickonosons Kai Beenpeaions y à 76 vosri 


10 rept mdvra comperplay. ral pry cal ponies) here 
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[repi dppoviay čyovoa rai fofpóv $ pi] mepi 
BvÜuóv ical áppovíav čgonaa rà vońpara rv aðróv 
Tpónov dv etn, chomep ical ý mepi ròv vonròv åpið- 
pòv čyovos. soar 8? momrwo! alcOnrdv vv 
Karà révy, olov oleoopue] Kal eerovuci, 
Kaiécoy ovuuerpiais nposypõrran dpyds dv exci 
Bev Soie. kai rv ène? dpporfoewr 7@ BE aio- 
Oni Taðra ovykepacdpevae rò čov ode äv clev 
eed d èv rG dopa. ob why 8 yewpyla 
ovdrauBdvovoa alaborà dur, laspue re ow 
èvraðba. Syicvav Becpotiaa xf re cepi loyiv rHSe 
wal ede£lav- ddd yàp eet Súvapus al yiera, ca" 
div pep] ndvra xai ixavá, doa ĝa. pnropela 5è 
ral orparņyia, olovoula re xal Bacchi, ct tives 
abrd» rò caddy rowwvoôo vais apdéow, el 
eiccivo Bewpoter, potpay ekciBey els émorhuqy 


+ delevimus: jj pè legendum, nam exorditur variam leo- 
tionem: § pèv Kirchhoff (quatenus Ficinus). 


1 On art in the intelligiblo world end the access of the 
artists mind to the Forms ep. V. 8.1. There is no reason to 
suppose that Plotinus intends to abandon there the distinction 
which he makes here between art which is simply unintelligent 
copying of sense-objects and the truly intellectual visuel art 
and musie which hao ito origin in the intelligible world. 

2 Forms of artefacts are mentioned several times in the 
Dialogues, but the question whether Plato really believed in 
their existence (or changed his mind about them) has been 
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things and goes on from there to consider the pro- 
portions of living things in general, it would be a 
part of the power which also in the higher world 
considers and contemplates universal proportion in 
the intelligible. And certainly all music, since the 
ideas which it has arc concerned with rhythm and 
melody, would be of the same kind, just like the art 
which is concerned with mtelligible number.! And 
as for the arts which produce artificial sense-objects, 
for instance building and carpentry, in so far as they 
make use of proportions, they would have their 
prineiples from the intelligible world and the practical 
thinking there; but since they mix these up with 
what is perceived by the senses they would not be 
altogether in the intelligible world, except in the 
[rorm of] man? There would certainly not be 
farming there which helps the plants of the sense- 
world to grow, or medicine which has as ils object 
of contemplation health here below, or the art 
which 1s concerned with strength and good bodily 
condition; for power in the intelligible world is 
different, and so is the health by which all 
living things there are undisturbed and adequate. 
And rhetoric and generalship, and the arls of ad- 
ministration and kingship, if any of them communi- 
cate excellence in the field cf action, supposing that 
they contemplate that intelligible excellence, they 
have some part for their knowledge derived from the 


vigorously discussed since Aristotle: ses the good summary 
of the discussion (with full referenees) in Ross Plato's Theory of 
Ideas 171-5 (op. ch. 10, n. 2, p. 200). Moat Middle Platonists 
rejected them: see the passage from Alcinous [Albinus] cited 
i 0, n. 1. Plotinus is here again following school tradition 
in this rather summary early treatise, 
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Zyovow čr ris èmoriuns ris det. yeeoperpla Sè 
vonrôv oĝca raxréa èx, codía re dvwráro «cpi 
Ti Br odoo. wal mep pèn rere nal rv ward 
Téyvos rubra. 

12. E? 8é dv6péyrov éxet Kat AoyiKod exei Kai 
meyvucosi exl al réyvar voti yervipaca. ooa, xpi, 
Be kad v kaliólov Myew rà ety elvas, ob Xukpd- 
Tous, dN dvOpdmov. èmoxenréov 96 mepl dvÜpdi- 
nm, el kal Âl xalékamra: rò BF kallkécamrov, 
dm [wi] * 79 er do Me olov dri ó pèv ovs, 
ó € ypumds, ypumórra per ko ayiérqro Scagopds 
dv eier Berdov dvfpciman. amen Eou Biadopal 
dew: dev Bi xal mape rfe dys rà riv pàr 
roidvSe ypurdrqra, ràv 88 verbe. kal yptopdrc 
Buadopds tas iv & Mbyw oleas, ras 83 kal Do. 
kal. rómov Biddpov dvra. zoieiv. 


1 Blumenthal: 6 Enn.* 
? del. Müller. 


? With the older punctuation of Perna and Creuzer, to 
which Henry-Schwyzer have now retmmed, the sense of this 
passage and its relevance to its context is clear, as Igal hae 
poluted vut (ho has kindly communicated his conclusuns iu 
Schwyzer and me hy letter, and published them in Spanish 
in Emerita XLI, 1973, 92-8). The subject of discussion ie 
still intellectual and artistic man and his arts and sciences: 
Plotinus is pointing ont that if they are there the universal 
Foaus which intel al aud wrbislic mau thinks about must 
necessarily be there also, but no necessary conclusion follows 
about individual Forms. We cannot assert their existence 
because the intellectual arts and sciences exist in the intelligi- 
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knowledge there. And since geometry is con- 
cemed with intelligibles, it must be placed there, 
and wisdom, which is on the highest level and 
concerned with being. This is enough about the 
arts and their works. 

12. But if the Form of man is there, and of rational 
and artistic man, and the arts which are products of 
Intellect, then one must say that the Forms of uni- 
versals are there, not of Socrates but of man. But 
we must enquire about man whether the form of the 
individual is there; there is individuality, because 
the same [individual feature | is different in different 
people: for instance, because one man has a snub 
nose and the other an aquiline nose, one must assume 
aquilinity and snubness to be specific differences in 
the form of man, just as there are different species 
of animal; but one must also assume that the fact 
that one man has one kind of aquiline dose and one 
another comes from their matter. And some 
differences of colour are contained in the formative 
principle but others are produced by matter and by 
different places of abode. 


ble, but the question of their existence is left open. Plotinus 
is free to assert the existence of individusl Forms on different 
grounds, as he did later in V. 7 (18), without eny inconsistency 
with the present passage. It should be noted that in what 
immediately follows Plotinus is not considering men’s souls, 
selves or personolitica but the bodily differences between, 
individuals, exemplified as usual by Socrates's snub nose. 
But in the next chapter he reminds us thet, whether thoro are 
Forms of individual selves in the intelligible world (a question 
ho does not raise here) or not, our souls have a permanent. 
footing in the intelligible wold. On the whule subject uf 
Forms of individuals in Plotinus see my article ‘Form, 
Individual and Person in Plotinus ” (Dionysius 1, 1977, 49-68) 
and the references to other literature there given. 
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eect, Ñ kal, Somep åvðpúmov d adrodyOpunost 


Nourdy Bà. elmetv, el péva rà ev alabre 


Erepne, ef wah angie aèrofjmyh iee? Exdpa sal vob 
abrovoüs. Aceréov Bb mpürov pév, Sri où ndvra 
Bá, doo. erabla, dwa voplEciw dpyerómwv, o388 
gwyi eBwhov dva, o$rojeyjs, nuuórqri Bb 
Gn» dys Siaddpew, kal char kal erada, 
lows Bi ody ds evraia, adropuyiy. elvat Sè 
yoxiis vras obons éxdorys kal Sucacoodyny Set 
wa kal owgpoodvny, kai èv rais map’ ipw 
duxats émerjpqy duty, ode Sura ovè 
eikóvas éxeivov ós ev aicÜprQ, GMa rabrà 
reva Xov cpd ror Bra kurasha: ob yàp Dv rue 
Timo ddepupéve reva: 
odparos éfavév, êk kdkeva. ó piv yàp 
alafyras rácpoe povaxof, à Bé vagrac mavrayoi. 
boa. pèv ofv poy exer? 1j owe évratba,, cadre 
êri Bore, i à & 7H aiobyrG và ty vois ópopié- 
vois AauBávovro, où póvov Tà év và aloUnrà ékei, 
dM kal mÀelw* el 8€ rà év 7 Kdopw Myowo 
ovprepihapBavopésov ral duyis xal trav & 


dure, Snov duy) 


Vox, mdvra. evraila, doa kåre. 

14. ‘Vay oüv rà rávra eprAapodouy év TÂ vont 
ddow raérqy dpy]v Éeréov. ral môs, ris pè 
dpyüs ris évtws évds Kal ámho8 mdv olows, 
mafous SÈ dv rois obow dvros; mâs ope. rà $r 
1 Rims, Kirchhoff*: adrés difpwroc Enn. 

2 Rès (habet Ficinus) : éxet A? (nunc erasum) EBx UCz: om. A. 
3:6 
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13. It remains to say whether only the Forms of 
things in the sense-world exist in the intelligible, or 
if also, just as there is an Absolute Man different 
from man, there is an Absolute Soul different from 
soul and an Absolute Intellect different from in- 
tellect. It must be said first that not all things 
which are here below onght to be considered as 
images of archetypes, and soul should not be con- 
ered as an image of Absolute Soul, but one soul 
differs from another in honour, and there is Absolute 
Soul here below, though perhaps not as if here 
below. And there must belong to an individual 
soul that is reelly a soul some kind of righteousness 
and moral integrity, and there must be true know- 
ledge in the souls which are in us, and these are not 
images or likenesses of their Forms as things are in 
the sense-world, but those very Forms themselves 
existing here in a different mode: for they are not 
separated off in a particular place; so that when the 
soul emerges from the body, those virtues too are 
in the higher world. For the sense-world is in one 
place, but the intelligible world is everywhere. 
Everything then which a soul of this kind has here 
below is there in the intelligible world; so that if 
one takes "things in the sense-world" to mean 
* things in the visible realm ”’, there are not only the 
things in the sense-world there, but more; but if 
one means " things in the universe "', including soul 
and the things in soul, all the things are here below 
which are in the intelligible world. 

14. This nature, therefore, which includes all 
things in the intelligible is to be taken as the prin- 
ciple. But how is this possible, when the real prin- 
ciple is one and altogether simple, but there is 
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kal mâs adios, wal mâs rà dora. abra, cal Beh 
1! voids raôra al. móðev, Newréov ån? ŠANNS dy 
doyoudvors. 

epi 8¢ ray èx ońjews kal ray yadendv, d 
sdlicet dBos, sea et pbrov xal mot. hereon, di] 
Šoa kopierat vos dad roi mrpáirov, ndvra dpiora 
4» cis eleo où rabra: où? ex rodrwr vods, 
dM. puyi mapa vod, AafloUca. Tapa Öns GANG, & 
ols cabra. 

Ilepi Sè redraw vugéorepov Aex foerat émave- 
Üovcw émi riv &opíav, mes èé évós rAijðos. 

"Ori Sè rå obvbera ceñ Gvra, où và, dA ef? 
Tá re 
èr ońbews Wuyfe dAdo re toms dàimarońone d 
Si ph, eroiqoe dv m rüv dba moe? yoor, 
Srov Šóvarau. 

Tlept 82 ôv Teyvâv, ör ev abroavðpdro nepi- 
Rovira, dows ropes: rapipi apis «d neu] 
iow évüpdrro. 

Ilpérepov 5¢ Ayy kaðóňov, Kei ris Kafddov 
airopwyry ifrot riv Carjv; Ñ é và api yevéoðor 
Voy, tva. kal. yérra, adropuyiv exetvqy Myew. 


1 The references forward kere and at lines 12-13 may well 
be to V. 4 (T) mot hol Plotinus thought that whut he mai 
in this little treatise by any means exhausted the subjec:, 
wich he deals with again and again in later treatises. 

? Here again Plotinus is following Middle Platonist school 
tradition. probebly against Plato's real thougats ep. oh. 10, 
n. (p. 909) and ch. 11, n. 2, The much faller and profounder 
discussion of Forms ‘of animals in the intelligible world in 
VI. 7. 7-10 should be contrasted with the casual dismissal of 
“savage becsts " from that world here. 
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multiplicity on the level of the real beings? We 
must begin from another starting point our explana- 
tion of how there is anything besides the One, and 
how it is a multiplicity, and how It [s ell these 
[intelligible] beings, aud why Intellect is all these 
beings and where it comes from. 

But about the creatures which originate from putre- 
faction and savage beasts, whether there is a Form 
of them in the intelligible, and if there is one of dirt 
and mud, we must say that all things which Intellect 
gets from the First are the best; and among th 
Forms there are not the things we have just men 
tioned 2; nor does Intellect take them from these 
Forms, but Soul which derives from Intellect, which 
takes other things, including these, from matter. 

‘We shall speak more clearly about these questions 
when we return to the problem of how multiplicity 
comes from one. 

But we must say that casual composites, which are 
not produced by Intellect but are things of sense 
coming together by themselves, are not among the 
Forms; and the ‘products of putrefaction occur, 
perhaps, because the soul was unable to produce 
anything else; if it had been it would have produced 
something natural; it does so, at any rate, wherever 
it can, 

About the arts we must say that all the arts are 
included in the Absolute Man whose subject-matter 
is in accordance with human nature. 

But is there, before the individaal soul, another 
universal soul, and before the universal soul the 
Absolute Soul or Life? | We must] say that Absolute 
Soul must be in Intellect before Soul comes to be in 
order that it may come to be. 
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